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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Rivers are special natural places and it is understandable, for people to want to be near them. Throughout Calgary's history,
the Bow and Elbow rivers have had a role in our evolving City and they continue to shape form that takes place on the ground
resonating cultural expression that influences our daily lives and celebrated sense of community.

The Riverwalk Master Plan provides a comprehensive framework for decision-making to guide the redevelopment of existing
pedestrian/bike pathways along the Bow and Elbow rivers in east downtown Calgary. An Advisory Committee, the public
and a design team were engaged by the Calgary Municipal Land Corporation to prepare the plan. This document, a procluct
of collaborative planning by the groups will play a significant role in fostering new urban form in Calgary's downtown and
promoting a new vitality for the use, enjoyment and protection of the riverfront.

The Master Plan describes a continuous Riverwalk, extending four kilometres through several unique urban precincts located
on the Bow and Elbow rivers. Through extensive pubic dialogue and open houses, it was determined that the Riverwalk is
envisioned to be both a destination and a journey; an open space corridor that connects downtown destinations and attracts
users from adjacent businesses and downtown and city wide communities. The plan promotes preservation and restoration
of our natural river environments while understancing our contemporary culture and recreation and leisure pursuits. The

 master plan promotes public access; passive, active and programmed activities and recognizes the interpretive potential of
our city's historic and incredible future.

The Master Plan process evolved key planning relationships that contributed to the cdevelopment of a concept plan and
overall project vision. The formative principles and future development consiclerations established during this public process
will continue to help to identify priorities and opportunities during development, and influence as a whole, revitalization of
Calgary's downtown urban core. Innovation, creativity, quality and collaboration have been encouraged to see through to the
vision for a Calgary Riverwalk.

The concept plan for the Riverwalk has been largely influenced by two very distinct landscapes that are represented within
the project boundaries. The Bow River landscape is characterized by rushing waters, a wide river valley and an intensely
developed urban mixed-use edge. And by contrast, the Elbow River landscape is characterized by slow moving waters, a
narrow river valley and urban neighourhood eclge. The concept plan endeavors to reflect and embody the natural and urban
context and aesthetics of each of these landscapes, and identify appropriate connection and open space opportunities. The
plan further recognizes the importance of the Fort Calgary and Stampede Park sites, and the opportunity for the Riverwalk to
be an integral component of the existing and future site development. The Riverwalk will afford a distinctive "address” and
experience to these downtown attractions. '

Ecological sustainability is also a significant consideration in the planning process. lncreased populations and demancds on
riverside areas for recreation and transportation need to be accommodated while respecting the natural riparian environment.
Opportunities to enhance and rejuvenate the environment along the rivers and within the adjacent communities will continue
to be a key element of the public ambition as the urban fabric redevelops.

The Riverwalk Master Plan presents a larger vision for the City of Calgary, its citizens and its future. The Riverwalk will
contribute to the building of new form; rich and dynamic urban and natural interfaces, and a journey that will connect people,
places and new clestinations.

1
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Overview

Ideas for a river walk evolved over the past few years emanating from planning documents and considerations surrounding
the redevelopment of the eastern portion of Calgary's downtown, including East Village. The Riverwalk is seen as one of
the first significant infrastructure investments, intended to ‘kick-start’ the redevelopment of what has been becoming, a
blighted urban area. ltis to provide connections both west along the Bow River through Chinatown into the City's core, east
through Fort Calgary, and south along the Elbow River, around Stampecle Park, to Lindsay Park. Other important destinations -
connected to the Riverwalk are further recoghized and include the Eau Claire / Prince’s Island areas, City Hall, Calgary Zoo,

the future Telus World of Science site, the historic Inglewood and Victoria Park neighbourhoods, Reader Rock Garden, and
the Beltline / Mission neighbourhoods.

— |

p—
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1.2 The Calgary Municipal Land Corporation |
The Riverwalk Master Plan was completed under the direction of the Calgary Municipal Land Corporation (CMLC). -
The Mission of CMLC is to implement public infrastructure improvements that will serve as the catalyst for private and |
public sector development. A major source of funding for the projects CMLC administers is a an innovative Community
Revitalization Levy (CRL), the first of its kind in Alberta that cqnsiders the incremental assessed value of property within the -
CRL area. The revenue from this levy is to be used toward the implementation of infrastructure, specifically designed to |
support new development and revitalization initiatives.
-
-
H
—
-
-
-—
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1.3 What is a Master Plan ?

A Master Plan is knowing what you want to do, when you get a chance. ~
A Master Plan responds to a set of articulated needs, and charts a way for the future. A Master Plan must be able to direct
communal action. It must provide a Vision; in this case, a vision of the community for the community, both as it provides for -
its constituent parts (Chinatown, East Village, Beltline, Victoria Park, Inglewood, Fort Calgary, and Starnpede Park and other \
areas) and for the City as a whole. It must provide strength to a common goal, it must engender community pride, it must be
malleable, and it must transcend differences, rather than rely on compromise. -

This Master Plan intends to create, focus and strengthen a shared vision for this integral and historic piece of Calgary’s urban
lanclscape. The vision in this case is the use, enjoyment and protection of two valued civic resources, the Bow and the Elbow

Rivers. The goal is to enhance a sense of pricle and a sense of ownership: rejuvenating, rebuilding, and re-attending to the -
public enjoyment of our rivers. The underlying philosophy of this Master Plan is to transform the neglected, disconnected
environment of this River area into an opportunity to create a great civic place; to create a destination and a journey for all

Calgarians, and for all who might visit and enjoy this place from afar. -

1.4 Approach and Methodology

The creation of the Riverwalk Master Plan included two parallel and interconnected work components. One work component v
was to assemble and synthesize relevant site, background, and planning ideas. The other was to engage, seek inpuit, —
and test ideas from the public, both directly and through an Advisory Committee. As the process moved along, these two
components became inextricably woven together.

Our Planning approach was based on a set of beliefs, as follows: b |
The Riverwalk Master Plan Directs Civic Action

The Riverwalk Plan provides a common thrust that ensures that the physical environment, both built and natural, suits the -
needs of the communities it serves, enables civic goals ancl decisions to be realized, provides an enriching experience, and

is a delight to visit. We sought common aspirations, but not the lowest, and we continue to seek over-arching principles,

transcending differences rather than relying on compromise. e |

The Riverwalk Master Plan is Civic Property

The Riverwalk Plan should be about our community, by our community and for our community where community is defined

as the City of Calgary as a whole. Aiming for this target requires consiclerable effort in involving as wicle a representation as
possible, partly to get civic support, but just as importantly to incorporate the wiscom and knowledge of the community into
the plan. N
The Riverwalk is an Enhancement of the Public Realm
The Master Plan must be a blueprint that provides opportunities for public use, enjoyment and interaction with the rivers; both -
the Bow and the Elbow. It is most important that the plan illustrates an appropriate active and enjoyable public access to the
rivers' edge; to fully capitalize on the aesthetic, educational, and social activities that such a venue sponsors.
L

)
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The Riverwalk Plan Interacts with Other Plans

The Riverwalk Plan impacts six major community and institutional plans, all with their own sets of criteria, priorities and
expectations. This list would include Rivers District Community Revitalization Plan, the Revitalization of the Rivers District in
Calgary, East Village Area Redevelopment Plan, Centre City Plan, Stampede Master Plan, and Fort Calgary Master Plan. The
structure and direction of these unique plans will influence and shape the Riverwalk Plan as it is developed and implemented.
So 100, are these plans affected by the Riverwalk Plan; uniting the whole not at the expense of the parts.

The Riverwalk Master Plan is a Vision of the Future

A well consicered plan, and one that is beautifully and clearly imagined and illustrated will help engender pricle and support
within the communities and within the City, and outside. It will nurture an unclerstanding of the civic intention for the public
realm.

The Riverwalk Master Plan is a Set of Strategies

It is widely understood that CMLC needs a Master Plan to guicle its refurbishment of the Riverwalk in the Rivers District
development so that constituent projects work together to form a cohesive whole. The heart of the Riverwalk Plan should be
a set of strategies that will last over time, and that are clearly definitive as to intent, but not as to final form. They will however,
be supporled by the Master Plan that illustrates the kind of built form that follows the Strategies, but is not the only alternative.
The Strategies dictate principle: the Master Plan illustrates possible form.

Implementation of the Master Plan Occurs through Constituent Projects

The Riverwalk whole is made up of projects of two types: The communal and the constituent. Communal projects are
what might be termed ‘the common thread'. They deal with linkages and continuity: integrating landscape, connecting the
framework for wayfincling, pathways, and support systems. Constituent projects respond to the specifics of place, but also
contribute to the civic whaole.

The Philosophy of the Master Plan is Reinforcing the Best, Healing the Worst

The plan is to be founded on the existing conditions, which in turn are a result of history, physical relationship with
neighboring communities, and sense of place. We identify what is best about the rivers’ edge, what reinforces their
presence, and what works against it. We seek to preserve the best and repair the rest — enhance positive aspects, and heal
unsatisfactory conditions of being, through strategic intervention and refurbishment.

The Master Plan Must Address Public Interest, Public Participation, Public Accountability

It is important that the plan embrace the interest and knowledge of the community it serves. It is important that the plan act
as a catalyst for action, a catalyst for pricde and proprietorship. Itis thus that the process of planning; of eliciting vision and
promise, must be founded on the active contribution of those who the plan must directly benefit. We can do no less.

i
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2.0 PROJECT CONTEXT

2.1 Site Description and History

The Riverwalk is to be locatecl on the south side of the Bow River from the eastern side of downtown to the confluence with
the Bow and Elbow Rivers, and along the west side of the Elbow River to Lindsay Park and MacLeod Trail a key transportation
route into the downtown. The physical character of the two rivers is quite different. The Bow River is a commanding, broad,
fast-moving and clear mountain river cutting boldly through the center of Calgary. The Elhow River is a narrow, more shallow
slow-moving and meandering river that takes its less intrusive form from the prairie and foothills landscape.

Today the landscape ecology of the two riverbanks has suffered considerable impacts from human actions. The riverbank
along the south side of the Bow River has been significantly altered in many locations by dykes and river bed reinforcement.
Some small tributary creeks have been channelized underground to pipes with outfalls. Much of the native riparian
vegetation has been lost to weedly, invasive, and domestic ornamental species. The loss of many native habitat types has
occurred along with this loss of native vegetation and landform.

Q
o
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The riverbank vegetation and habitat along the Elbow River appear to be more natural than the Bow in many places but
evidence of impact caused by human use and erosion can be seen at non-vegetated locations and the lack of successional

= plant communities in other areas. The historic filling of flood plain areas and riverbank reinforcement is quite evident along the
Elbow River. A biophysical overview of the riverbanks (conducted as part of the Master Plan process) denotes the existence
of some remnant riparian vegetation and habitat communities inclicated by native poplars, willows, shrubs, grasses, and

- forbs. Non-native vegetation includes Elm, Ash, Colorado Spruce, Manitoba maple, caragana, and lilac, as well as numerous
non-native grasses and forbs. Further detailed biophysical impact assessments will be completed during detail design
stages.

R

-

-
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Itis the confluence of these two rivers that has played host to human habitation in this area for centuries and given rise to

~ the urban context of the Riverwalk today. The pre-European contact aboriginal people of the area practiced communal bison
hunting using the area at the confluence of the rivers as a gathering place. Itis possible that nearby escarpments were used
for buffalo jumps and meat processing. With the introduction of the fur trade at the turn of the nineteenth century, the rivers
became even more prominent points of contact and gathering in the lives of the new mix of people in the area.

—— |

In 1875 the North West Mounted Police established a post at Fort Calgary, located at the confluence of the Bow andl Elbow
Rivers. Throughout western Canada significant social upheaval occurred through alterations of the aboriginal way of life, the
influx of settlers, and the arrival of the railway passing though portions of the current Riverwalk site.

SR |

- |

Fort Calgary was demolished in 1914 and a rail yard was built on the site. Much of the adjacent area was developed for
industrial, commercial, and residential uses. Around this same time the Calgary Stampede was born to celebrate the
traditions and romance of the old west. It quickly established its permanent home at its present location, initially the site of -
the Agricultural Society, and remains a key icon and tourist destination for Calgary.

In the 1920's, Calgary's Chinatown at the west end of the Riverwalk was born as a socially segregated community. Today -
it is a compact and vibrant part of the urban fabric. The Fort Calgary site was cleared of industrial uses in 1975 and the |
current site was created to commemorate the late nineteenth century era in the City's history. From the 1970s to today, the

intensity of clevelopment in Calgary's downtown is signaled by the number of tall buildings, both commercial and residential, -
approaching the Riverwalk and East Village Areas. ]

Historic Photo - Northwest Mounted Police
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Figure 2.1 shows the
transitional changes
in land from 1920 to

present.
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2.2 Planning Context
A great deal of planning has been undertaken to ensure that the East Village area will evolve as a vital inner-city precinct. The -
results of this work have had a profound impact on the clevelopment of the Riverwalk Master Plan. Highlighted below are
- some of the key points from important planning clocuments approved by Council or the City of Calgary that were consiclered
cduring the Master Planning process. .
Rivers District Community Revitalization Plan (April 2007)
“Within the Rivers District, the Riverwalk is the key pedestrian | cyclist facility. The Riverwalk will be a destination in itself as well -
as a pedestrian connector within the Rivers district and adjacent neighbourhoods as well as an important link in the City-wide
Regional Pathway system and part of the Trans Canada Trail.” (pg.55, Rivers District Community Revitalization Plan)
The Revitalization of the Rivers District in Calgary (2004) -
“Consicleration should be given to incorporating public art and some complimentary small-scale commercial activities, such as
restaurants, kiosks, etc.” (pg.36, The Revitalization of the Rivers District in Calgary)
-
“Developing the Bow River pathway through East Village, including a public plaza between the LRT Briclge and Fort Calgary as
envisioned in the East Village ARP. *(pg.37, The Revitalization of the Rivers District in Calgary)
“Incorporating public art and the wetlands interpretive feature as part of the Riverwalk design.” (pg.37, The Revitalization of the e |
Rivers District in Calgary)
East Village Area Redevelopment Plan (March 2005) -
City Wide Planning Context:
“Enhance andl support an appropriate interface between Fort Calgary, with linkages to the Zoo and Stampecdle Park.” (pg. 7,
East Village Area Redevelopment Plan) 1
Vision:
‘Develop open spaces to provice opportunities for social interaction, recreation, leisure activities and cultural expressions that b |
contribute to active living and social well being.” (pg. 9, East Village Area Redevelopment Plan)
“Encourage community understandling and social conscience toward those in the homeless shelters who need community
support. (pg. 10, East Village Area Reclevelopment Plan)
Public Open Space Network:
‘A 35 metre development setback from the top of the riverbank allows for the creation of a multi-use plaza for informal and e |
formal public activities. The plaza should accommodate numerous seating areas, planting areas, sculptural elements,
anc temporary commercial structures (up to three) suitable for small restaurants and cafes.” (pg. 27, East Village Area
Redevelopment Plan) ; -
Open Space:
‘Allow for variety and contrast in treatment of the river edge in East Village by providing an urban Riverfront Promenacle east of -—
the LRT briclge and a more natural river eclge west of the LRT bridge.” (pg. 55, East Village Area Redlevelopment Plan)
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“Recognize Fort Calgary Provincial Historic Site as a city-widle open space amenity through enhancements to the continuity of
the riverbank pathway system and improvements to pedestrian and cyclist access routes through East Village.” (pg. 56, East
Village Area Reclevelopment Plan)

Transportation:

“Enhance connections between East Village, the Downtown, Fort Calgary, Stampecle Park, and the surrounding communities of
Victoria Park, Inglewood and Ramsay for all modles of travel.” (pg. 58, East Village Area Reclevelopment Plan)

“Providle separate pedestrian and cyclist pathways for safety along the East Village riverfront where pedestrian and cyclist
conflicts are expected to be greatest.” (pg.60, East Village Area Redevelopment Plan)

Urban Parks Master Plan (March 1994)

Vision: ‘A continuous integrated river valley park system that reflects the city's unique prairie and foothills setting. The river
valley park system will express citizen's commitment to its preservation, use and enjoyment, and will promote unclerstanding
of our natural and historic heritage. Envision a river valley park system in which we will all take pricle, and in which every citizen
will assume responsibility for its protection.”

East Village Riverbank:

“In anticipation of the redevelopment of East Village into a medium density inner-city resiclential community, it is proposecl

that the riverbank path from Fort Calgary west to Centre Street be upgraded to carry heavier volumes of both commuter and
recreational traffic. Separate bicycle and pedestrian pathways should be provicdec ancd more seating and rest areas should

be installec!. The existing Simmons Building should be renovated for a compatible park and community use. Overall, this

area should project a more urban image, reflecting the transition from suburban Calgary into the downtown. Proposec
improvements inclucle: Construct separate bike and peclestrian pathways, Provicle generous parkway linkage into future East
Village Development, Renovate Simmons Building for use in accordance with the ARR, Install aclditional seating areas, Upgracle
manicured landscape.” (pg. 73, Urban Parks Master Plan)

Stampede Grounds

“a regional pathway is envisioned along the river adjoining the Stampede grounds. The corridor in which the path would be
located would vary in widlth from a minimuim of 30m lo widen at places according to features on the grounds. The Riverbank
and pathway corridor to be planted with riverine trees. The path itself would be a promenade that would accommodate
intensive use and could be built of materials consistent with those used in Stampede Park. While provisions for security, and
possibly even limitations on access at event times can be anticipated, the path corridor and the adjoining park elements
could be integratec! ancl complementary, allowing people on the path to see and enjoy the activities (horse grooming, training,
livestock, etc.) in the park along the way. Proposed improvements include: Development of the regional path/promenade,
Naturalization of the riverbank open space.” (pg. 129, Urban Parks Master Plan)
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Centre City Plan (May 2007) v W
Special Areas: —
‘Create a comprehensive and connected openspace system that links parks/plazas, the riverfront, and special areas.” (pg. 78, ilJ
Centre City Plan) .

Open Space ~3

“The pathway system along the Bow and Elbow Rivers or parks such as Prince’s Island Park and Central Memorial Park has
long been identified as regional recreational amenities rather than local neighbourhood parks.” (pg. 78, Cenre City Plan) . |

“Enhance the riverfront as an active, liveable, pedestiian/bicycle-oriented amenity for the Centre City neighbourhoods and the
city as a whole.” (pg. 78, Centre City Plan)

-
|
Riverfront:
"Explore the separation of pedestrians, bicycles and in-line skaters along the riverfront pathways/promenade to ensure the 1}
pathway system remains comfortable and safe for both the pedestrian and cyclist’s recreational and commuter needs. ” (pg.
82, Centre City Plan)

“Prepare and implement a comprehensive promenade design concept with lighting/street furniture and lookout points in the

locations that currently do not have such a design (e.g. West Park and West End neighbourhood, East Village between Centre
Street and Fort Calgary and along the entire Elbow River). Prioritize the Elbow River pathway extension through Stampede Park e
clue to the floodl-prone nature of the east bank pathway.” (pg. 84, Centre City Plan) '

14
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2.3 Planning for Future Needs

The development of the Riverwalk Master Plan takes into consideration the anticipated needs of people for the future in the
immecliate area, and the larger urban context. East Village, the eastern portions of downtown, and the east end of the Beliline
area are expected to redevelop over the next decade or so with a high density of urban residential units. An additional 10,000
residlents are planned for in East Village alone. Further dévelopment proposed along the riverfront downtown, across the
Bow River in areas such as Bridgeland, and in the adjacent Victoria Park and Inglewood communities will continue to add
resiclents to the area seeking alternate modes of transportation and open space opportunities.

Increased densification and higher resicdent population will create pressure on existing open space and open space
oppartunities in downtown Calgary. The river-front is becoming a major spine for a network of parks and open spaces and an
increasingly important place for visitors and local residents to participate in passive and active outcloor activities. Managing
appropriate access, connectivity, and public use of the river-front with the development of the Riverwalk is a forefront
consideration when planning for future needs.

Walkabhility and connectivity to a larger pedestrian and cycling network is a key consideration for planning for the future,

to accommodate these residents and others passing through the area from adjacent and outlying communities. The East
Village area is also being considered as a significant transportation hub for both a high-speed rail link through the Calgary-
Edmonton corriclor and the future extension of Calgary’s Light Rail Transit system through to the southeast part of the city.

Both of these alternate modes of transportation provide further
opportunity for linkages to and along the Riverwalk.

Current plans for the Stampede Park focus on more year-
round activities and attracting a broader range of visitors

from the community and afar. The Riverwalk will provicle a
significant andl clesirable amenity for park users and facilitate
a significant linkage for pedestrians and cyclists from adjacent
and outlying communities.

Ecological sustainability is also a significant consideration in
the planning process. Increased populations and demancds
on riverside areas for recreation and transportation need

to be accommodated while respecting the natural riparian
environment. Opportunities to enhance and rejuvenate

the environment along the rivers and within the adjacent
communities will continue to be a key element of the public
ambition as the urban fabric redevelops.
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3.0 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

The Calgary Municipal Land Corporation (CMLC) committed itself to working collaboratively with primary stakeholder 2
groups through the formation and regular consultation with a Riverwalk Master Plan Advisory Committee and citizens in a
‘transparent, inclusive, responsible and accountable process during the development of the Riverwalk Master Plan. CMLC

acknowledged that the planning process, informed by key stakeholders represented in part by the Riverwalk Master Plan e |
Advisory Committee would improve the Master Plan.

CMLC and the Project Team endeavored to incorporate stakeholder and citizen input to the development of the Riverwalk

Master Plan. The following expands on the Riverwalk Master Plan engagement methodology. specific tactics and outcomes. 1
3.1 Advisory Committee
The Riverwalk Master Plan Advisory Committee was formed and composed of community and business stakeholders who 9
were primarily affected by the Riverwalk project. Members invited to participate included:
. Beltline Communities of Victoria and Connaught -
. Calgary Exhibition & Stampede
. Calgary Pathways & Bikeways Advisory Council —
. Calgary Police Service
. City of Calgary Community & Neighborhood Services -
o City of Calgary Parks
. Cliff Bungalow/Mission Community Association
. East Village Action Committee b |
o Erlton Community Association
e Fort Calgary Preservation Society |
. Inglewood Community Association
. Ramsay Community Association b |
e River Valleys Committee
. Sien Lok Society -
. Ward 7 Alderman
. Ward 8 Alderman -
» Ward 9 Alderman
The group was formed in June 2007 for an eight month period and immecdliately was engaged in the planning process and _
context, taking full advantage of the range of background and historical information macle available to them. Seven formal
Advisory Commitiee meetings plus many informed discussions and feedback along with two public open houses were held
over a period of ten months. Participation ancl attendance were excellent and valuable input and feedback was abtained by

CMLC and the Project Team.

22
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Responsibilities of members confirmed at the initial meeting includedt:

. To review background information, relevant policies and documents to obtain a comprehensive
unclerstanding of the project context.

. To gain knowledge of the site by working with the Project Team to review and identify physical inventory and
consicerations in the project area.

e To assist in the development of a Vision for the project and Guiding Principles to guide the development of a
Riverwalk Master Plan that aligns with City Council's vision for the area.

. To provide ideas and feedback to the project team in the development of a Concept Plan and final Master
Plan document.

° To review feedback gained from public open houses and together with the Project Team, incorporate that
feedback to the greatest extent reasonably possible in the Master Plan development.

. To support the Riverwalk Master Plan as a collaborative effort of the Riverwalk Master Plan Advisory
Committee and the Project Team prior to submitting to the CMLC for review and approval.

Overall, the role of the Advisory Committee throughout the drafting of the Riverwalk Master Plan was very helpful, and it
created the opportunity for meaningful dialogue between CMLC, the Project Team and various primary stakeholder groups.
This process complimented CMLC commitment to a transparent, inclusive, responsive and accountable process. A more
comprehensive summary of the Riverwalk Master Plan Acvisory Committee can be found in Appendix A.
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3.2 Public Open Houses

Two public Open Houses were held at key milestones during the drafting of the Riverwalk Master Plan. The first Open House -
was held in September 2007 for public comment on the draft Vision, Guiding Principles, focus areas, character areas and
linkages. Generally, strong support was received from the public for all five components.

The second Public Open House was held in December 2007 and displayed all of the information from the first Open House
as well as the draft Riverwalk Conceptual Plan. Again, generally strong overall public support was received from a wide
audience for the draft Riverwalk Conceputal Plan. A more comprehensive summary of the feedback received at the two
Riverwalk Master Plan Public Open Houses can be found in Appendix A.
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3.3 Communications

Once established, the Riverwalk Master Plan Aclvisory Committee received regular electronic mail including meeting notices
and agenda, project updates, and project newsletters. Advisory Committee meetings and Open Houses were cocumented
through a series of Riverwalk Master Plan newsletters from Volume 1, July 2007 to Volume 6, February 2008. CMLC also
kept an updated website that hosted all Riverwalk information as the project progressed so the general public could remain
informed and provicle feeclback throughout the process.

The Open Houses were promoted using various methods which inclucled acdvertisements in the local papers, public service
announcements, public signage, posters, A-frame signs located at three different areas along the existing pathway and the
Revlve brochure which was distributed to over 12,000 homes near the Communlty Revitalization Levy area. Copies of the
newsletters and the Rev!ve are attached in Appendix A. :
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4.0 PROJECT VISION - DEFINING VALUES

The vision for the Riverwalk was motivated by the recognition of values and the anal'ysis of opportunities considered for the -
future. The key values identified for the Riverwalk were:

& Access and Connectivity _
. Safety and Security
. Mohility Modes
-
. Public Amenities
e Environment and Ecology
. Histpry b |
. Authenticity
These values were the foundation to identify characteristics and opportunities for consideration in developing a vision for the b |
Riverwalk. The key opportunities icentified were:
. support a balanced network for movement and activities -
. enhance way-finding, focal points, and meeting nodes
. integrate with the urban fabric and the broader City planning context -
. focus on comprehensive high-level planning ideas
. recognize history and the historic context
. invest in the public realm 1
Building on these values andl opportunities, a Vision Statement, Guiding Principles and a Planning Concept were prepared as
a formative component of the Riverwalk Master Plan. —
4.1 Vision Statement
The Master Plan Vision Statement was developed at the September 13, 2007 Advisory Committee roundtable discussion. b |
The following vision statement emerged with collective input from the design team and the Advisory Committee:
The Riverwalk is a Destination and a Journey
heightening experience, human potential, and the contrasting beauty of nature and urban intensity. -

26 ’
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4.2  Guiding Principles

The Vision Statement led to the development of high level precepts to guide the Master Plan in orcler to realize the vision. The
Guiding Principles are universal and general, capturing the big ideas.

e Evoke an enduring sense of place.

Q Improve connectivity.

* Provide a balanced network for movement.

. Foster public safety.

. Restore and establish the unique ecology in an urban setting.

. Invest in the public realm.

° Broaden the mix of uses.

. Ensure that the Riverwalk Master Plan supports broader city planning goals.

. Buildl on existing strengths.

: Preserve and enhance cultural and heritage resources andl provicle educational opportunities.

4.3 Planning Concept

The Advisory Committee drove the planning direction for the Riverwalk through abstract mapping. This engagement
technique facilitated the exploration of broad functional relationships and the synthesis of values and opportunities. Based
on an analysis of the mapping exercise, three key overlays were proposed. The overlays summarized and highlighted

consistent and reoccurring relationships ancl characteristics. The overlays include: character areas, linkages, and focus
areas.

oy
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Figure 4.1 Character
Areas these are areas
with related physical
and contextual qualities.
This overlay was further
supported by the

biophysical analysis.
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Figure 4.2 Linkaggs
represents significant

and primary access

and connectivity and
opp0|'tL|nit§es to and

from key destinations.

This overlay was further
supported by the future and

existing planning initiatives.
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Figure 4.3 Focus Areas
these are special places
along the Riverwalk that
require particular attention
or provide unique design

opportunities.

o
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Figure 4.4 Composite
Overlay An overall
planning concept map
was then developed from
the composite of these

key overlays.

This was the first step in visualizing a framework that would further guide the development of appropriate design ideas ancl
the clevelopment of the Conceptual Master Plan.
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5.0 MASTER PLAN CONCEPT: DEFINING A SENSE OF PLACE

Throughout history, planning and design has been informed by the “Sense of Place”. It is through human experience that a
sense of place can be defined and formulated.

It is this understanding of a place and identity that guides our vision and decision making.

5.1 Drawing on Experience

Consensus from the Advisory Committee with feedback from the public on a planning direction formed the basis from which
to focus in on key relationships and evolve ideas through generating “real” experiences. To facilitate obtaining experiential
detail to evolve the Master Plan Concept, the Advisory Committee participated in a drawing-in-dialogue session. This
technique involves trained artist-facilitators creating perspective sketches at the direction of the participants. The participants
first visited key Riverwalk focus areas and then were asked to imagine themselves back on the site (represented by the
artist’s first drawing of a sole figure) engaged in one of the site's desired activities. Through dialogue with the artist facilitator
the participants were further encouraged to describe other features of the scene, who else is in the scene, how close the
people are to each other, what they are doing, what surfaces they're walking on, what they smell, what they see in the
distance—basically everything they might experience when they picture themselves on the completed site. This engagement
technique was used to help encapsulate the kind of environment the stakeholders imagine as icleal for the site and what they
want to do there. Participants inherently already know and dream about their environment—its way of life, its history, and its
moaods. The products of this session are documented in Appendix B.

gt
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Upon the analysis of the drawings and “experiences” captured during the drawing-in-dialogue session, essential patterns
began to emerge; public spaces, local promenades, major and connecting pathways, activity nodes and civic and natural
features. There were clegrees of peclestrian density differentiated by the path network and convergence. Throughout history,
convergence is the way in which the waters eclge, the land, the people and their history come together as a whole to give
iclentity to a landscape. The patterns forming the Riverwalk represented a significant community structure and identity where
people go to meet, stroll, pass through and pass the time and engage in both passive and active activities. It is able to attract
people city wide and fulfill the need for the public life local community.

Based on the information and input assembled to this point, the Riverwalk will play not only a significant physical role but a
significant social role contributing to the urban fabric of the downtown and the vitality of the city's daily life.

P M’*""

B 'igmir.m{a -
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b |

5.2 Determining Design Drivers

Further interpreted from the drawing in dialogue session were emerging design themes. These themes or clesign drivers b |
resonated within some the principles previously established during the Advisory Committee sessions and reinforced for the

Design Team the potentials and key relationships that the Master Plan Concept needed to include. Reoccurring in both the

recorded text and drawings were the following: b |
Riverwalk Design Drivers

Resonating the ebb and flow of the rivers e |
Reconnecting and Revitalizing a cooperative interface with adjacent development

Recognizing and celebrating a complex of users -
Reaching through briclges and connections

Revealing and Respecting the Riparian environment =
Relationship to the land’s historical sense of place and natural history |
5.3 Developing the Master Plan Concept b |

~ Building on the Council approved planning documents, information obtained from the drawing-in-dialogue session and

subsequent Advisory Committee and public input, a Schematic Plan (Figure 5.1) and final Concept Plan (Figure 5.2) were -
cleveloped.

Sections and perspective sketches were prepared to better illustrate key areas of the Plan and envision the potential physical

clesign and qualities of the Riverwalk (Figures 5.3 to 5.10). -
The Plan recognizes the distinct qualities of the Bow and the Elbow River corriclors, adjacent land and land use

characteristics and the future and current planning context. It further reinforces the opportunities to develop unique area

nodes strongly supported by existing and potential connections to the community ancl other destinations. Overarching is 1
discovering and celebrating the potential of the rivers’ waterfront. In the preparation of the final Master Plan concept the

design team endeavored to iclentify both unique and common qualities and establish a framework to discover order, artful

design and naturalism. b
It is noted that the Riverwalk Advisory committee and CMLC recommend that the City of Calgary examine the linkages to

the west on both the Bow River and Elbow River portions of the Riverwallkk. CMLC can only construct works within the Rivers -
District with Community Revitalization Funds, the western bounclary of which is 1st Street SE. It is recommended that the

City of Calgary work with the CMLC to fill in any “missing links" around Lindsay Park or Sien Lok, both of which are located
outsicle of the Rivers District in which CMLC operates. -

Y]
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Figure 5.1

Schematic Plan

RIVERWALK

Final May 2008 | The Riverwalk Master Plan




BOW RNV ERWALK ‘
Figure 5.2 B e * BOW GATEWAY
« URBAN FROMENADE
et o R o WAL LAND=CAP e |
~ el & A AFE
Concept Plan ﬁ - RNERS CONFLUENCE i
CHINATORN (Y1 . sl ot PRIDEELAND -
[ o
v pranmade y
BOW GATEWAY O i
wiedid b e wed ovestocd e N T Yy rey Y
Pt Codgap inlias o Inssd ) veneine sopuatondy
g » Fropromed fetige fo Mool e prfeas q
-
E & 1
-
Ag 7 ¥
ont
VISTORIACROSSiNG . L AN
25 ) MW -ltm&-hﬁ et
e b |

Fosadio Fibne
Faing

Pordr
Fede

L0 Zhane

i Ae 8

ELPOW GATEWAY

e peledin cxmedin avess Chow e
o PR T

et Tt

2% Aw “Hi

S—— Y7 ST R Y

RNVERING STROLL b |
ELPOW RN ERWALK
= NEISHEPOURTIOOD WATERTFRONT
- RWERINE STROLL-
u  STAMPEDE FARK
) « IS BEND RESTORATION e |
3 * ELEOW GATEWAY ‘1
Bluporke Vo ghbtoty ommm i 2
STAPEDE PARK
e Dargede Fuk Hase Pl -
BT ——
Dl g o e T —
g ot - et Qdonsy
oot -
-
PIS BEND EESTORATION FRASA EXCHANGE
s R i et
il 5272 e ey
ke & fdre P! -
oneing Copar Mg bt}
-

RIVERWALK

Final May 2008 | The Riverwalk Master Plan




B JDISEYY EMIEA BUL | 00 AR MIVMEEAATYE v ) . ) A ‘ ATVNY JATY

Anug umol euly) - UOIDSS JNELILLYDS
€'g aanbiy

| .
TIVIN LNOHIHIAIE vZvid d3id M001LNO d3AId MO8 v
L ]
INNIAY - AAYNIWOHL
ANOYAHINIY Nvadn

LNIOd Tv20d
AVHNLLTINDS

. B B | - | . E ? | - ' B... B ¥ L ' B B B h '’



ENRH“AEI%BE%“EKNT URBAN PROMENADE SIDEWALK RIVERFRONT AVENUE SIDEWALK

Figure 5.4
Schematic Section - Bow Riverwalk
Urban Promenade
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Figure 5.5
Schematic Section - LRT Fly Over
Urban Waterfront
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Schematic Section - Simmons Building
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Figljre 5.10
Artist Rendering - LRT Fly Over
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Fiure 5.11
Artist Rendering - Waterfront Plaza
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Figure 5.12
Artist Rendering - Confluence
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Figure 5.13
Artist Rendering - Big Bend
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5.4 Master Plan Concept - Urban Form

From the first General Plan prepared in 1912 (Thomas Mawson) a Bow and Elbow river walk was an important part of the plan b |

for Calgary. Today, almost one hundred years later, our attraction to the waters edge hasn't waned anc continues to shape
the city's urban form.

The brief descriptions below relate to the various components of the Concept Plan (Figure 5.2)

Bow Riverwalk

Bow Gateway announces the entry to the Riverwalk from clowntown and the transition to and from Chinatown. It features a
waterfront overlook and prominent entry feature.

Urban Promenade provides an interface between the high density of the adjacent urban development and the river's edge. -

Formalized allees of trees, integration with the streetscape of Riverfront Avenue, and urban plazas form part of the character
of this area.

Urban Waterfront is located in East Village and provicdes an urban interface with the river with larger outdoor plazas and e |
formalized hard-surface connections to the water's edge. It is an active place with room for public performance, promenace
cafes and bars, and more highly programmecd.

Fort Calgary reflects a significant point in time in Calgary's cultural history. Within this site, the Riverwalk character is more of

an ‘enhanced pathway’ inviting exploration of Fort Calgary and integrates with this more natural landscape and site-specific
programming.

River’s Confluence is the physical joining of the two rivers celebrated by an adjacent artful crossing. The Riverwalk steps
back from the confluence to recognize the significance of the natural environment while opening a visual window to the area.

Elbow Riverwalk ' b |

Neighbourhood Waterfront is integrated with the urban design of the adjacent anticipated resicential development. The
Riverwalk steps back from the river and relates to this development, providing both an urban plaza and a more room for
nature along the riverbank.

Riverine Stoll provides a distinct interface between urban development and restored riverbank. It is envisioned as “slow”,
intimate strolling promenade, smaller in scale reflective of the characteristics of the Elbow River. -

Stampede Park portion of the Riverwalk will be most successiul when it is fully integrated as part of the Stampede Park
Master Plan. Gerry McHugh, Operations Manager, Calgary Stampecle notes: “The Calgary Stampede sees tremendous
oppormnity and partnership potential in providing Calgarian's with an effective and frienclly pathway system.” There are
areas of promenacle potential and will provide significant connections to the broader urban fabric and an important interface
between the Park and the river.

Big Bend Restoration reclaims part of the original flood plain for the Elbow River and restores some portions of the lost
habitat in this area. Opportunities for a quiet interface with nature and related interpretation are presented as the Riverwalk
gently turns in direction to the west. It is recognized that the Big Bencl area requires more work and discussion with the
Calgary Stampede with respect to existing infrastructure and buildings that have a significant lifespan remaining.

Elhow Gateway celebrates the southem entry to the Riverwalk andl interface with a key multi-moclal entry into the City's downtown.
Links to other pathways, light rail stations, and a major roaclway make this an important beginning and end to the Riverwalk. L
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- 5.5 Master Plan Concept — Cultural Expression
Integral to urban form is cultural expression. The Riverwalk will play a significant social role both in redefining a new balance

4 with nature and contributing to new civic measures for the public realm, for community life and a larger vision for the
city, a city of the future that boosts a livable urban core, a quality of place for people and renewed respect for our natural
environment and nature in the city. The implementation and a common vision for the Riverwalk can help to articulate our

» transpiring cultural expression for choices, sociability and safety and sustainability but alone will not generate the form nor
be able to fulfill the social role necessary to achieve these new measures for our city and for a revitalized urban core. The
collateral institutions that will form a vibrant and vital Riverwalk will emerge over time and on their own accord and every act of

4 building large or small needs to take on the responsibility to help shape the larger patiern of the Riverwalk.

-

r

-

-

-

e

-

-

- .

-

-

56

RIVERWALK Final May 2008 | The Riverwalk Master Plan




-
6.0 IMPLEMENTATION
6.1 Key Considerations b |
Through out the development the Riverwalk Master Plan a number of considerations arose through both the engagement and
design processes. While these considerations are difficult to capture in the concept plan, the need to be recognized as the -
Master Plan is implemented. The main considerations are summarized below. !
Systems of Movement
The Riverwalk is to be envisioned to accommaodate a number of uses andl activities while minimizing multi-use conflict. It b |

is recognized that, of certain times of the day, many users of the Riverwalk will be bicycle commuters wanting to travel at a

higher rate of speed than other recreational cyclists and pedestrians. This will require the arrangement of the carriageway

to be reviewed as it moves through various precincts. Some portions of the Riverwalk may be split into two carriageways, b |
one for ‘heels’ and one for ‘wheels." Other portions of the Riverwalk may require a single carriageway of greater width. In

some localized areas with spatial restrictions, such as under bridges and east of the Langevin Bridge, detailed design andl/or

routing of commuter uses to mitigate conflicts will likely be required. Other areas of anticipated high use, such as by the b |
Simmons Building (Promenacle), design details will also be required to mitigate conflicts, slow higher speed commuter bike

travel, and fully integrate users. Special attention is also required at pathway and sidewalk intersections and road crossings.

Clearly legible wayfinding and signage are important components to recluce user conflict. All portions of the Riverwalk should b |
be accessible to users of various abhilities.

The impact of adjacent uses and linkages to the surrounding urban fabric should also be given consideration at the design
stage.

It is important to note that the rivers themselves also provide a system of movement. This is especially evident in the
summers when rafters and canoeists are using both the Bow and Elbow Rivers. Currently no formal access points to -
the rivers are provided within the Riverwalk area and this has resulted in areas of riverbank degraclation. Consideration
should be given to providing formalized river entry and egress to provide safe and controlled access in areas such as the
Promenade in East Village or near the Victoria Park Transit Garage.

Landscape Ecology and Habitat

The ecological wellbeing of hoth the rivers and the adjacent riparian environment was a key consideration noted throughout =
the public engagement process.

One recommendation from the engagement process that is illustrated in some locations on the concept plan is to move

the Riverwalk back from the rivers’ edge where ever possible with the exception of East Village to allow for a more natural -
interface. This allows for the possibility of enhanced habitat, opportunities for reclamation, and further protection of water

quality. ‘

Rejuvenation of riparian habitat should be considered where ever possible. Many areas of the riverbanks show signs of ecological -
stress evident through the vegetation. Some areas have lost the natural riparian habitat while other remnants of existing natural

riparian habitat show the lack of ability to regenerate by natural means. Wherever possible outside of the urban waterfront and in

accordance with adjacent uses, the rejuvenation of natural landforms, soils, ancl vegetation should be a key criteria. -
When opportunities present themselves to protect or enhance the quality of water in the rivers, they should be consiclered. Adljacent

urban run-off should be appropriately re-clirected for appropriate treatment. Riverbank reclamation should also consider the =

hydrological affect on the rivers.

RIVERWALK Final May 2008 | The Riverwalk Master Plan  w




Social Considerations

Throughout the engagement process concerns were raised about the existing social considerations in the areas through
which the Riverwalk passes. Much of the Riverwalk route is contained in what is currently a blighted part of Calgary's urban
fabric, with a reputation for crime and a location for the homeless. While these consiclerations are significant, it is important
to plan for what the Riverwalk will be in the future and not just for today. For the Riverwalk to be truly successiul, no part

of society should feel excluded from the area. As the population of East Village and the eastern end of the Beltline swell
over the next few years, the number and mix of users in the area will provide a more representative 300|al mix. Residents of
nearby social agencies will be incorporated as part of the social fabric of the Riverwalk.

Safety and Security

Feeling safe and secure on the while experiencing the Riverwalk was identified through the engagement process as a

key consideration. Through the detailed design, consideration must include thorough reviews of measures to provide a
comfortable and safe environment. Sightlines to and along the Riverwalk should be maintained. Areas for ‘hiding’ should
be minimized. Lighting design must provide comfortable light levels without over-lighting or creating area of high contrast or
glare. Connections to the surrounding urban fabric must also be integrated into the overall design.

6.2 Construction

This Master Plan recognizes that the Riverwalk will be implemented over a number of years as opportunities present. Each
phase of implemnentation will require further conceptual and design development along with comprehensive construction
drawings and appropriate approvals processes. Where there are adjacent lands under development, every effort should be
madle to integrate construction of the Riverwalk. Biophysical Impact Assessments (BIA) will be done prior to each stage of
implementation.

6.3 Use of this Document

The Master Plan directs the physical development of that part of the rivers’ edge along the Bow and Elbow River, now
characterized as 'The Riverwalk'. ltis to be read in partnership with community and financial plans as they impact
clevelopment adjacent to and through the Riverwalk corridor. It is called a Riverwalk because of its linear, unifying continuous
routing alongside the Rivers’ edge. The plan derives from the ambition of the citizens of Calgary, and of the ambitions of the
communities it affects and serves.

This plan is intended to be used by three primary audiences:

The first is the Calgary Municipal Lancl Corporation (the CMLC) and the citizens of Calgary to guicle their action in
construction and use of the Riverwalk. The second audience is macle up of various governmental, municipal and other
regulatory and funding agencies. The intention is that it becomes a basis for their review, regulation and funding activities.
The third audience is the development inclustry — financiers, project managers, architects, engineering and other consultants
engaged in the design and construction of the physical environment integrated with and integral and adjacent to the
Riverwalk. It is intencled as a starting point and a guide to their design work as it interfaces with the Riverwalk.
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For all three audiences, the Plan is necessarily a synopsis of the City's intentions expressed through approvals of various
documents by City Council. Each audience will have different interests in various parts of the report. In adldition, the Plan T
gives clear expression pf the City's intentions to Calgarians, Albertans, Canadians and other people interested in The 1
Riverwalk.
The Calgary Municipal Land Corporation has accepted ancl approved the Riverwalk Master Plan and support the b |
implementation of its contents. Itis important to note that a Master Plan is a living document, and with appropriate
consultation with stakeholders, any element of the Plan may be debated or changed by CMLC, if appropriate. The Plan is
intencled to remain relevant in the future, constantly referrec to and updated when necessary. b |
o |
b
-
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7.0 CONCLUSION
The Riverwalk Master Plan is a significant guiding document, reflecting on the Rivers District Community Revitalization Plan

- . . . . .

and imparting an enduring vision for our city's downtown riverfront. The Riverwalk will reclaim public spaces, create a vibrant
public realm, connect people with places and be a catalyst for private and public sector investment. It will demonstrate
leadlership in great urban design based on optimizing social, environmental, and economic benefits.

-

Capturing and contributing to values and expectations of a great and beautiful city, the Riverwalk will realize its potential by:
| 2 ° Redlefining a new balance of interaction with nature and contributing to a new civic measure and a larger
vision for the city, a city of the future that boasts a liveable urban core, a quality of place for people:

r . Contributing to and influencing our city's investment in the public realm, precipitating significant
economic and social vitality in the heart of downtown Calgary;

. . Contributing to and influencing an enriched urban form, fabric and mix of uses setting the stage to align
zoning, land use, guidelines and policies to make it possible to plan and design with quality of place for
people in mind and letting that place be distinctly Calgarian;

—

. Supporting a more balanced network for movement, providing safe and improved routes, access and
connections while encouraging more sustainable and healthy modes of mobility, leisure, and recreation;

| |

. Providing the opportunity to reveal and support our unigue ecological resources promoting improved
water quality and natural environments contributing also to the human benefits associated with nature in the

- city and a healthy environment;

° Providing both a journey and a destination by linking significant city attractions including cultural, heritage,

- and learning opportunities investing in Calgary's future, its people and economic development by stimulating
business, tourism and growth.

. The master planning process revealed a sense of urgency and wincow of opportunity to successfully fulfill these
expectations in this decade. With our city experiencing unprecedented growth and the increased attention to sustainability
and reinvestment, the Riverwalk represents a significant change agent to create a thriving, safe and sustainable inner city

= community but not in and by itself. There needs to be; '

Acknowledgement and recognition of a vision, greater than the sum of its parts to help leverage all opportunities and
potential;

¥ A broad mindset of “civic partnerships”, cooperation anc support and of immedliate importance will be the continued
dialogue with the Calgary Stampede; '

-~

-~

G0
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Creative zoning, bylaws and cooperative planning that will support the Master Plan and revitalization;
~And the implementation of high stanclardls of urban design and maintenance; recognizing “beauty” and integrating public art
and aesthetics into the Riverwalk;
Imagine ... a Calgary Riverwalk in the heart of the city, couples strolling, families biking, teens in conversation, its features a -

marriage between building, landscape and water's edge, changing and contrasting, responding to the ways of the river and
the vitality of the city's daily life. We look forward to builcling this with you.

61
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APPENDIX A
B

RIVERWALK MASTER PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE



ADVISORY COMMITTEE PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Riverwalk Master Plan Advisory Committee
Overview

The Calgary Municipal Land Corporation (CMLC) has retained Stantec Consulting Ltd. (Stantec) to develop a Master Plan
that will provicle the framework for an approximate 4 km Riverwalk that will link Eau Claire to the Macleod Trail/Linclsay Park
- area along the Bow and Elbow Rivers.

The Riverwalk is the first significant infrastructure project that is intencled to “kick-start” the redevelopment of the East Village
precinct of The Rivers District. The Master Plan process will recognize the district precincts it crosses and the development
plans of Stampede Park and Fort Calgary. This Master Plan document will dlesign criteria, preliminary design elements, outline
a phasing strategy and provide a preliminary opinion of cost for budgeting purposes.

As part of its commitment to a transparent, inclusive, responsive and accountable process, the CMLC has identified primary
stakeholder groups who have an interest in the Riverwalk and wishes to gain their input into the Master Plan process through
meaningful dialogue. The CMLC and the project team will encdleavor to incorporate stakeholder input to the greatest extent
possible in developing the Riverwalk Master Plan. Opportunities for the general public to review and comment on the draft
master plan will also be provided throughout the stucly periodl.

Approach

Through a review of Council-approved policy and background documents, historic context, the special features within each
of the precincts, a physical inventory, and identifying those consiclerations that will form the basis for opportunities and / or
constraints in developing the Riverwalk, the Riverwalk Master Plan Aclvisory Committee will provide feeclback and ideas as a
basis for cliscussion with the project team for their consicleration in developing both preliminary and final concept plans.

Purpose

To ensure representatives of affected community and business interests in.each of the precincts the Riverwalk will cross are
fully engaged in the planning process.
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Responsibilities of Members

3| To review background information, relevant policies and documents to obtain a comprehensive under standing of the
project context.
2. Ta gain knowledge of the site by working with the project team to review and identify physical inventory and

consideration in the project area.

3. To assist in the development of a vision for the project and principles that will guicle the development of a Riverwalk

Master Plan that aligns with City Council's vision for the area.

4, To provide ideas and feedback to the project team in the clevelopment of a concept plan and final Master Plan
clocument. ;
8. To review feeclhack gained from public open houses and togsther with the project team, incorporate that feedback to

the greatest extent possible in the Master Plan development.
6. To support the Riverwalk Master Plan document as a collaborative effort of the Riverwalk Master Plan Aclvisory

Committee and the project team prior to submitting to the CMLC for review and approval.

Composition & Authority

The Riverwalk Master Plan Aclvisory Committee membership consists of representatives of the following community and
business stakeholders who are primarily affected by the proposed Riverwalk Members include

. Sien Lok Societ of Calgary

. East Village Action Committee

. Fort Calgary

. Calgary Exhibition & Stampecle

. The Beltline Communities of Victoria & Connaught
. Erlton Community Association

. Ramsay Community Association

° Inglewood Community Association
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r
. Cliff Bungalow / Mission Community Association
-
‘ e Calgary River Valleys Committee
' Calgary Pathway Aclvisory Council
-
' . Ward Aldermen Druh Farrell, Joe Ceci and Macdleleine King
. Calgary Police Service
T- . City of Calgary Community & Neighborhood Services
- City of Calgary Parks Planning

F . Others as required
- The Riverwalk Master Plan Advisory Committee will report to and acdlvise the CMLC through the CMLC President.
- After this work is completed, the Riverwalk Master Plan Advisory Committee will be disbanded, however similar committees
‘ will likely be struck for other projects in the East Village.
b d

Time frame

il The Riverwalk Master Plan Advisory Committee will participate in meetings as required in order to assist in the
:- clevelopment of a Riverwalk Master Plan clocument. The Riverwalk Master Plan Aclvisory Committee will approve a

meeting schedule in orcler to complete its work within a project timeline approved be the CMLC.

v 2. The Riverwalk Master Plan is scheduled to be completecl by December 2007.

3. The public will be provided opportunities for feedback to the draft and final Riverwalk Master Plan through a series of
- Open Houses to be scheduled in Fall 2007.

4, CMLC is scheduled to review and approve the Riverwalk Master Plan in January 2008.
| |
.-
.
—
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Meetings
1. Stantec will provide detailed agenclas in advance of all meetings advising date, location and the nature of discussion

for those meetings. Some meetings and collaborations may be conducted via conference call or in the form of

electronic responses for time-sensitive items.

2, Stantec will provide all necessary administrative functions related to meeting notes, distribution of agendas and
briefing materials, and logistical planning. -
Resources .

The Stantec project team and the CMLC will be available to the Riverwalk Master Plan Aclvisory Committee members to
answer questions and to discuss any issues or concerns raised throughout the Master Plan process.

-

— |

b |
!
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Riverwalk Master Plan Open House

-
September 24, 2007
-
SUMMARY
. Approximately 190 attendees, with significant representation from the Inglewood and Ramsay communities
- . Representation from all four of Calgary's quadrants
. 9 media outlets inclucling TV, print and radio coverecl the Open House
. 14 Advisory Committee members attended, some for several hours
T . 87 Survey forms were returned; many people filled out the survey in pairs
. 20 people wrote public comments on the flip chart provided at the end of the boards
- . 31 people proviced contact information for fulure information
-~ SURVEY
. Overall agreement with the Principles/Vision, Character Areas, Linkages and Focus Areas
. The Facility and Time ratings were high (Excellent and Goodl)
r e The representation were more varied with regards to the visual presentation, some noted confusion with the
boards and the information being conveyed by the boards
. e Information provided by Staff was mostly good
° The brochure mail-outs were the most effective at creating awareness of the followed by the road-signs and
word-of-mouth
w ® Other methods for finding out about the event inclucled Beltline Buzz ancl emails
n Ratings of Key Ideas
- L
o
3
o
s @ Principles/Vision
4 .E @ Character Areas
3 o lLinkages
pFocus Areas
-
:-
e
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Number of People

Ratings of Open House

= = NN O 0 s
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m Facility

m Time/ Day

o Visual Presentation
Boards

o Information provided by
Staff

How did you hear about the Open House? | 7°Stef
@ Newspaper
30 ¢ pap
25 O Brochure
2
§ 20 O TV/Radio
[
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=10 B CMLC Website
@
g = 1 Word of Mouth
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@ Road Signs
0 ]
Mediums O Sandwich boards on
pathway
® Other
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MAJOR COMMENT THEMES

Out of the 87 completed surveys, there were 180 comments recorcded. Comments that included multiple themes were
inclucled in each relevant category. The comments were categorized as follows:

Social and Safety

41 comments - and more importantly, 50% of completed surveys - indicated concern about social issues, homelessness,
crime and safety. Both in terms of frequency and length of comments, this is the most important issue attendees want the
Riverwalk Master Plan to address. Although some social issues may be outside the scope of Riverwalk (homelessness), the
success of the project depends on addressing safety.

Support & Confusion

Of the 31 comments received, 22 specifically indicated support, enthusiasm and anticipation for the Master Plan, while 9
people expressed confusion/ lack of sufficient details as a concern. The role of the Open House may not have been clearly
understood by all attendees. Most atiendees recognize the importance of the Riverwalk to Calgary’s future and anticipate
more information.

Pathway Specifics & Focus Areas

Specific Pathway Uses and Design also comprised a number of comments. 28 comments referrecl to specific icleas for
the use and design of the pathway, with many people citing multi-use and bike accessibility as a prime concern. Several
comments suggested enhancing the cultural and historical importance of the pathway through Chinatown as a focus area.

Environmental & Green Space

Environmental comments were the next major theme, with 24 comments received expressed concern riparian functioning,
invasive development and re-naturalizing the river bank. For most people, environmental protection is an important
consicleration for future development, while several people addressed the need for additional downtown green space.

Linkages and Connections

Of the specific comment areas, linkages and connections was the most important, with 20 comments encouraging careful
consideration of linkage and connections to the pathway; particularly from neighboring communities such as Inglewood,
Ramsay, Bridgeland, Beltline, Mission and Downtown. Additional cyclist and pedestrian river crossing is desired.
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b |
Consultation and Neighbouring Communities b |
17 comments cited integration and consultation with neighbouring communities as an important consiceration. In particular,
consultation with Ramsay, Inglewood and Mission is desired, and improving linkages with these communities and downtown .
is important. Several people did not realize the Community Associations have representatives on the Advisory Committee. At |
least three responclents recommended less consultation and more action.
L]
Calgary Stampede Lands
Approximately 7 comments included encouraged development of pathway on both sides of the River and general opposition e
of Stampede development impeding the pathway system.
-
General & Miscellaneous Commentis
The 17 general/miscellaneous comments were dlifficult to classify under the existing themes and ranged from developing a
stronger urban edge, to promoting diverse transportation options to incorporating Mawson's Plan. -
-
-
-
L]
-
—
-
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e VT _ ; o ; CMLC - Mission

The Riverwalk, a 4 kilometer pathway, will link Eau Claire to Lindsay Park

through 6 unigue urban precincts — eastern Chinatown, the East Village, J0e 'ti;ewnf,,pbuebi'f;r;;?ass:f:s:i,x;f;id
Fort Calgary, the Beltline/MacDonald Bridge area, Stampede Park, and pLlic Sector teveiopmentin e River.
Macleod Trail/Lindsay Park. The CMLC has retained Stantec Consulting
to develop this Master Plan. With their commitment to a transparent,
accountable and responsive process, the CMLC has assembled an-
Advisory Committee, representative of those stakeholders affected by or

Community Engagement

The CMLC is committed to a community
engagement process that is consistent with

that have an interest in this project, to provide their input into the master Yhe Ly of Oty Foasgs! Paliey o
) communication and community engagement.
planning process. The CMLC is developing a Marketing and

Communication Plan to ensure stakeholders
are fully aware of the planned development

CMLC Holds its First Advisory Group |
Meeting

Public Consultation
On June 21, the first meeting of the Riverwalk Master Plan Advisory Commitiee Process
was held at the Rouge Restaurant. Welcoming the Advisory Committee were Chiis
Ollenberger, President & CEO of the CMLC and Lyle Edwards, Chairman of the ‘ e
CMLC Board of Directors. R gl 2008

Review draft Vision & Guiding Princples
A Briefing Document was provided to participants in advance of the meeting to help gy 2o, 107
them gain an understanding of their role, project timelines, background and project

5 5 G Review draft Master Plan Concepts
scope. Maps and photographs of the current sites provided a “virtual” walk along the August, 2007

existing pathway and through each of the distinct precincts. { 1
Early September, 2007
Several background documents are referenced in the Briefing Docurment. During the Fiieak D Hiolisa feechiack & fesuna drafts
meeting, participants suggested that consideration be given to the following additional R 200
planning documents when developing the Riverwalk Master Plan: ;

Réview Fina Ma.s‘xer Plan
Early October, 2007

Late October, 2007

Beliline ARP

Reweéu Open House feedback & finedune Findl Plan

Chinatown ARP Early October, 2007

Wtra) up & Debrief
Late November, 2007

HE B EEE EENE BN

Early January, 2008

RIVERWALK
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Calgary Pathway and Bikeway Plan The Riverwalk Master Plan
hitp!/fwww calgary ca/portal/server pt/gateway PTARGS 0 2 Advisory COmmittee [

ca/CCA/City +Hall/Business + Units/

Pathway+and+ Bikeway + Plan.htm

Parks Centre City Management Plan 1
Open Space Strategy for Established Communities “
Final Report: hiip. igary.c gallery/bu/parks o s/open space final.pa

Background Report: Hitp f docgal I I o }

pat —
Approved Master Plan Summaries o

Calgary Exhibition & Stampede i

Gerry McHugh of the Calgary Exhibition & Stampede summarized the Stampede’s _ . ) b |
Master Plan with the following notable highlights. Gerry will be providing a more detailed o
presentation at the next Advisory Committee meeting.

low / Mission Communily /

» Agriculture focus i
- Long term expansion plans v e -
« Commitment to the environment and protecting the river bank and river valley B e .
« Year round destination Gingtznzs
- Western heritage / values
» Increase use and integration
+ Olds College Campus facility b |
Fort Calgary
Sara-Jane Gruetzner of Fort Calgary provided a comprehensive review of the Fort Calgary -
Master Plan's three priorities which include preserving Calgary's history, creating a major
urban park and playing a central role in the development of east Calgary/The Rivers.
Their interperative story is the NWMP, 1875-1914, and how it shaped Calgary’s past,
present and future. Their mission is to recreate the historical rolde of the Fort as the center
of the community and raise public awareness of the significance of this site. el Kir
Calgary Pathways & Bikeways Advisory Committee N
Roger Woodgate provided a brief history of the Calgary Pathways & Bikeways Advisory /
Committee and noted the following points regarding pathway development in Calgary over -

the past 20 years.
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-+ Identify missing links and éncc)ufrég‘é new developrnenitto close these gaps
- Pathway loop development
- Universal access for all Calgarians

Roger will provide a more detailed background document for Advisory Comimitiee
members for the next meeting. 4

The Ideas Flowed

Cathy Sears of Stantec provided a visual collage of a few select Riverwalk projects from
around the globe. The presentation began with Calgary’s first General Plan from 1912 that
identified a riverwalk along the Bow and Elbow Rivers as having an irnportant role in the
city's development. The presentation highlighted different riverwalk elements, inspiring
thoughts of what “could be.”

Cathy outlined the components of a Master Plan that include:

- Background, context and considerations

- Vision statement & principles

+ Analysis & evaluation

+ Concept development

- Public consultation

- Final plan development & implementation strategy
« Formal approval

Overarching activities include technical planning & design, stakeholder participation, and
communication.

Next, Fred Valentine of Stantec led a discussion to obtain the Advisory Committee’s input
related to componenis of a vision for the Riverwalk. It was discussed that both “hard” and
“soft” core elements form that vision. The discussion included:

- History

- Safety & Security

+ Mohility Modes

- Public Amenities

« Environment

+ Aesthetics (regionalism — cultural & visual)
« Schedule (priorities / phasing)

- Life Cycle

The Rivers

The Rivers embraces the past - a once thriving
residential, cultural and commercial neighbor-
hood -- and revitalizes the present by offering a
dynamic, urban lifestyle, a place where energy,
education and vitality join, and where culture
and heritage are celebrated.

The vision for a revitalized Rivers District is
more than a place to live; it is a lively urban
destination.

- Condominiums and apartments are designed
to be located close to a downtown campus
and local shops, offices, and restaurants.

- A waterfront promenade and river walk
system will become one of Calgary's primary
destinations.

- The Rivers District will host millions of tourists
every year, drawn by attractions like the
Stampede, the Zoo, Fort Calgary and a new
science centre.
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The ISSUGS What is a Master Plan?

Further consideration relative to these core elements precipitated many ideas for A document that accounts for a range of

consideration. Here is what the Advisory Committee put forward: issues from a variety of perspectives and

presents a focused action plan. It focuses on -
high-level planning ideas rather than detailed

resolutions.

+ Context
« ‘Relief’ between the river & us — achieve a balance between natural and urban
« The ‘River’ is the subject
= The River Pathway system as:
+ An amenity: Landings, Vending, Historical
+ Recreation: Circulation, Spiritual, Environmental

+ The River as an ecosystem
+ The perception of being safe
« The natural history

o

i Outline Plar
« The River as of value N Outline Plan

« Flow 4, o
+ The River as an image of our natural environiment .
« Metaphor for the face of Calgary & serve as a catalyst:

Collective community space

Celebration

Art

Diversity affirmed

+ Instill ownership ) :
+ Authenticity: ‘ - bt ron s
Meeting place
A place to bridge
Change

+ Neighborhood identity

+ Unity of design - common theme

+ Sanctuary

+ Permeability and access - to and through
+ A destination or a journey, or both?
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Stakeholders were asked to further consult with their constituencies and bring forward
any additional feedback to the project team prior to the next Advisory Committee
. meeting in July. A

The project team will synthesize the information captured to date and prepare a Draft
Project Vision and Guiding Principles for the Advisory Committee’s review at our next
meeting, which will lead to discussion on Conceptual Design Developrment.

Next Advisory Committee Meeting - July 25, 2007

Cathy Sears

With 27 years of professiona expeiience, Cathy is aleader and strategic thinker, with an abiding comimitment to
the vital role of landscape architecture in our living environments. Since joining Stantec in 1992, Cathy has been
& consistentforce within the firm, promoting growth, collaboration and professional cdevelopment and furthering
the application of susteinabie design praciices. She has also been aleader in the integiation of planning and
landscepe architecture servicss, as well as the intsgration of these professional services on mulli-discipline
projects and project teams. Cathy has led several award-winning design teams in practice. most recently eaming
the CSLA's 2006 highest award for the Mermorial Drive visioning projectin Celgery, Alberta.

Fred Valentine

As apracticing architect for over 40 years, Fred's work focuses principally on the institutional andl corporate sectors
and was recently the subject of a refrospective exhibition at the Triangle Gallery in Calgary. Frad has made a
significant contribution as an Alberta architect, designing buildings that are an integral part in the fabric of public
life. He has authorsd a divarsity of well-recognized projects incluciing corporate office buildings in Calgary for
Nexen, TransAlta and the Calgary Herald, the University of Calgary's Scurfield Hall end Rozsa Centre, Stucio 'E'

- aCompesear's Studio at the Leighton Artists’ Colony, the refurbishment of the Jubiles Auditoria in Celgary and
Edmonton, Canada Olympic Park XV Olympic Wintsr Games facilities, among many others. Hzis a Fellow of the
Royal Architecturel Institute of Canada, & member of the royal Canadian Academy of Arls, and has been a visiting critic at the Universities
of Waterloo, Toronto, Ryerson and Calgary.

Ken Greenberg

As an Architect and Urban Designer, Ken hes played a leadling role on a broad rengs of essignmants in highly

cliverse urban seitings in Narth Amarica and Europe. Much of Ken's award-winring work has focused on

the rgjuvenation of dowantowns. waterfronts and neighborhoods, ster planning,

ongl growth

management and new community planning. His projects include the East Rivar Waterfront in Lower Manhattan,
the Fan Pier in Boston, the Southweast & Southeast Waterfronts in Washington, DC, and the implamentation of the
Hearbounrfroni Mester Plan among many othars. His wark has recsived recognition and awards from the Canadian
Instituts of Fianners, Progressive Architecture, the City of Toronto, the Canadian Architect. and the American
Flanning Associalion.

CALGARY MUNICIPAL LAND
CORPCFATION

er, B Eng.

| }Stantec

Brad Lindeburgh, C
Principal

RIVERWALK
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| Message from President of the CMLC |
Chris Ollenberger

On July 25, CMLC held the second Riverwalk Advisory Committee meeting, and we were
pleased to see enthusiastic participation in the middle of summer! The session included a
presentation from the Calgary Stampede on their plans to date, and Ken Greenberg gave
an amazing talk about the possibilities for rejuvenating the Bow and Elbow Rivers through
the Riverwalk project based on success stories from other cities. Roger Woodgate, the
Calgary Pathways and Bikeways Advisory Council representative, provided a handout of
his personal vision for the Riverwalk.

With the ideas from the Stampede and Ken fresh in their minds, the group launched into
putting pen to paper by drawing their ideas and visions on large maps of the Riverwalk
and surrounding areas. Those drawings are presented here in this newsletter for refer-
ence, and they show the exciting possibilities for the Riverwalk. Certainly one theme that
was repeated throughout the day was connectivity, as everyone believed that connectivity
to surrounding communities and features was an important consideration of the Riverwalk.
The ideas generated even went beyond the boundaries of the Rivers district itself, as
everyone felt that the Riverwalk project is an important improvement not only for the Rivers
district but also for the entire City of Calgary!

The ideas generated were fabulous to see, and CMLC is looking forward to fleshing out
the ideas into plans and details with the Advisory Commiittee as we continue to work with
them in the fall.

Thank you to everyone who continues to put their time and energy into providing advice

and ideas for the Riverwalk project! If you have any further thoughts you would like to
contribute, please don't hesitate to talk to a member of the Stantec team!

Sincerely,

Chris Ollenberger, FEng.
President and CEC
Calgary Municipal Land Corparation.

CMLC - Mission
To implement public infrastructure improve-
ments that will be the catalyst for private and

public sector development in the Rivers.

Community Engagement

The CMLC is committed to a community
engagement process that is consistent with
The City of Calgary’s engage! Policy on
communication and community engagement.
The CMLC is developing a Marketing and
Communication Plan to ensure stakeholders
are fully aware of the planned development
and have the opportunity to provide meaning-
ful input.

-

-

-
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‘Reference Material

¢ The Calgary Municipal Land Corporation web site now contains the presentations from
the July 25th Riverwalk Advisory Committee meeting and presentations given at the
first meeting held in June.

Public Consultation
Process

June 21, 2007

ik hitml

¢ Several background documents are referenced in the Briefing Document and
newsletter #1 that were previously provided to the advisory committee. During our
second meeting, participants identified the following additional background information.

- The Center City Plan presents a new vision for the Calgary Centre
City. The plan focuses on urban structure, neighbourhood planning, special area
policies, open spaces, movement and access systems, urban design, architecture
and the public realm, vitality and community building.

- The Centre City Plan is available on the City of Calgary web site.

NP/ /WWW.C2 y.Ca/cC Cily

- Improvements to the riverfront on the Elbow River in Cliff Bungalow/Mission on
the north side of the Elbow and in Lindsay Park on the south side were mentioned LT R
by commitiee members as projects that may be related to the Riverwalk. More
information on these projects will be available in newsletter #3.

HE EEEE EER BN

Early January, 2008
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Presentations
Cities to the Water

As a member of our design team, Toronto-based award winning Architect and Urban
designer Ken Greenberg shared his experience with five significant waterfont projects in
other North American cities. A focus on the water and public spaces helped rejuvenate
downtown areas. .
e Q‘ g

ow River Parkway Draft Design Development Plan

Calgary Stampede’s Elb

p:www calgaryr a/riverwalk Htm

As the Calgary Stampede’s Operations Manager, Gerry McHugh has Stampede Park
expansion on his radar screen daily. This presentation provides some June 2007 options

The Rivers

The Rivers embraces the past -- a once thriving
residential, cultural and commercial neighbor-
hood -- and revitalizes the present by offering a
dynamic, urban lifestyle, a place where energy,
education and vitality join, and where culture
and heritage are celebrated.

The vision for a revitalized Rivers District is
more than a place to live; it is a lively urban

destination.

- Condominiums and apartments are designed

to be located close to a downtown campus
and local shops, offices, and restaurants.

- A waterfront promenade and river walk
system will become one of Calgary's primary
destinations.

- The Rivers District will host millions of tourists
every year, drawn by aftractions like the
Stampede, the Zoo, Fort Calgary and a new
science centre.
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_DéSIgn Mapping Exercise

The second rmeeting had an agenda that focused on design ideas. A draft design
mapping example was presented by Staniec's Landscape Architecture special advisor
Cathy Sears and Architect Fred Valentine that was based on the valuable input received so
far and the design team'’s planning and design ideas. A quick analysis and draft summary
of values obtained from the committee’s first work session guided the plan. The values
combined those envisioned for the future and those that the advisory committee identified
be maintained.

Summary of Values

* The river as a metaphor for the City; cultural expression
* The riverwalk is a catalyst

* The river ecosystem

e Sanctuary

e Access and permeability

¢ Destination and journey

° Authenticity

 Connectivity

* Safety

¢ Public amenity and recreation

Mapping Characteristics and Opportunities

Working with these values as the foundation to the mapping exercise Cathy and Fred
identified some distinct characteristics and potential opportunities for further consideration.
The following points were illustrated on the design mapping example.

Characteristics
* “Big Bend” - a significant configuration that encompasses the Stampede Grounds. In
particular, the point of the bend may lend itself to special attention and consideration .

¢ “Rivers’ Confluence” - significant location (historically/morphologically/ecologically)
within the project site with potential to warrant special attention and consideration.

¢ “The River Flats” - unique character unlike other locations along the river edge within
the project site with potential to warrant special attenition and consideration.

What is a Master Plan?

A document that accounts for a range of
issues from a variety of perspectives and
presents a focused action plan. It focuses on
high-level planning ideas rather than detailed
resolutions.
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* There is existing parkland. natural, naturalized and urban river edges.

* Pedestrian access, mobility and comfort varies .

* Views along the Elbow differ from views along the Bow (scale and intimacy ).

Ll
* Transitions exist between urban and natural / historic and present day. Transitional
potential is under-utilized.
0 ities:
e exist to enhance way finding , create meeting nodes and river focal points.
-
* exist to recognize history/historic context.
e for promenade and commercial development exists in those areas planned for future -
mixed use.
¢ to connect with and without bridges were presented such as;
- communities to the river
- downtown core to the river
- “riverfront” buildings to the river; and
- attractions/destinations to the river -
The following images and notes taken at the meeting were scanned and have keen copied
directly “as is” for your reference. The participanis were split into two groups. Please note
that the group members are listed at the top of each page of notes.
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A representative from each grolip was asked to present theirdesign mapping idess i front of
the advisery committee while Ken Greenberg summarized the ideas and reconciled with his
initial theughts and observations from his site visit to the study area on July 24th, A sumimary of

his comments are provided on this page.

Groups brainstorming before presenting Riverwalk
design mapping ideas
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After a careful review of the notes taken from the second advisory committee meeting,
the design team will take into consideration the thoughts and input received from the
participants as they move forward with the design process. Research will be undertaken
throughout August to review the design mapping ideas and background information
discussed at the committee meeting. Research will be conducted to gather additional
information discussed in the presentations and ideas session to help the team proceed
with planning and design.

The third advisory committee meeting will be pushed back to the first week of September
and the Public Open House is scheduled for the third week of September. Members of
the advisory committee will be provided with a revised schedule of dates shortly following
this newsletter. The third advisory committee meeting will focus on draft design principles
and master planning concepts. A collage plan of all the current area redevelopment plans
that encompass the Riverwalk site will be created to reference and identify connections
and interfaces between proposed land uses. An executive summary briefing document
will then be developed for the public open house to outline the master planning context to
date.

Stantec is pleased to be working with the Advisory Group on the development of the
Riverwalk Master Plan. If you have any questions or comments, or desire more information,
please contact Adele Zanutig by phone at (403) 806-1574 or e-mail at
adele.zanutig@stantec.com

DALGARY MUNICIPAL LARD

Chris Ollenberger, B Eng.
R

President & CEQ

Stantec

Brad Lindeburgh, CSLA, ASLA
XE F

3 Principal

RIVERWALK
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Message from President of the CMLC  [ETE =
T R e e e B T D e O A To implement public infrastructure
improvements that will be the catalyst for

The Riverwalk Advisory Committee has been busy since the last newsletier; CMLC held b arid blic ssotor develapmantin

their third Advisory Committee meeting on September 13, 2007 and then hosted our the Rivers. -
first public Riverwalk Master Plan Open House on September 24, 2007. Our Advisory
Cormmittee has continued to be very dedicated to the engagement process by providing Community Engagement
feedback, attending the Open House and answering the public’s questions, and overall The CMLC is committed to a community
bringing excellent value to the process. engagement process that is consistent with
The City of Calgary’s engage! Palicy on
communication and community
We couldn't be more pleased with the dedication shown and input provided by our engagement. The CMLC is developing
Advisory Committee. The Committee has had an excellent attendance record, works a Marketing and Communication Plan

to ensure stakeholders are fully aware of
the planned development and have the
very clear throughout this engagement process that the Riverwalk is a project close to all opportunity to provide meaningful input.

Calgarians hearts.

extremely well together and continues to exceed our expectations. It has been made

Public Consultation
We were also very pleased with the turnout for the Open House with almost 200 people Process

attending, the positive media coverage given, and the quantity of quality comments Adviser O
received. The input and comments gathered from the public at the Open House are e W7

summarized within this newsletter, and it is noted that safety and social issues are a Review draft Vision & Guiding Principles
primary concern in regards to the Riverwalk and the whole revitalization of the Rivers PRt Sl

District. CMLGC and members of the Advisory Comimiitee couldn’t agree more, and we RS dridt Vs der Pl Conrants
are pleased to have the involvernent of the Calgary Police Service and rnany cormmunity SRR 18 007
representatives on our Advisory Committee who provided invaluable input to date. Seotember 24, 2007

As always, we welcome your comments and feedback at any time. Please feel free to SEC i kA P o
contact us with your thoughts, or visit our website at www.calgarymlc.ca to waich our ‘ i :
) : Review Draft Master Pian

progress unfold. November, 2007

Sincerely. Late November, 2007

He'.nrar.'VO I \ House Feedbadt.é Fine-Tune Final Plan

Chris Ollenberger, R Eng. Early December, 2007
President and CEO | sy AL
Calgary Municipal Land Corporation January, 2008

H E EE N B nA

January, 2008

o
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Draft Master Plan Concepts

The design team combined advisory input and conceptual resources along with
the biophysical background resources which lead to a variety of opportunities
and strengths. This all assisted in the drafting of the guiding principles and vision
and will also be the basis of the master plan and details moving forward. At the
third meeting on September 13th, a Draft Vision Statement and Principles were
presented to the Advisory Committee. Also presented were three preliminary
maps defining character areas, desirable linkages and areas of focus. It was
macle clear that the intent of the master plan will be to make the river a place of
value and use, and for that to occur, possession must be taken of the river and
use fostered. As well, a Draft Biophysical Review of the Riverwalk project area
was distributed for information purposes.

Stantec’s Cathy Sears and Fred Valentine focused on gathering further input
and support from the Advisory Committee on the various ideas to be brought
forward as drafts to the public at the September 24, 2007 Open House at Fort
Calgary. Based on feedback gathered from the Advisory Committee, two
additional presentation boards were prepared for the Open House. These
provided a summary of the meeting comments and dialogue that will be further
considered by CMLC and Stantec when drafting the Master Plan.

The Riverwalk Master Plan
Advisory Committee
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‘The boards o

il

n the following pages were presented at the

Public Open House:

Following the second Advisory Committes meeting on July 26, 2007, the coneuitant
team summarized and reviewed all the design ideas and inpu! obtained from the
Advisory meetings.

Buiiding on the strengths and opportunities formulated Irom this synthesis and
further enalysis, the design team prepared draft guiding principles, a draft vision
andapr y

pt for the Riverwalk Master Plan,

The preliminary devalopment concepl 1s a composite of key design concept overlays
including;

Character Areas - represent areas with related physical and contextual qualities
supported by a biophysical analysis.

Linkages - represent significant and primary access and connectivity opporiunities
from key destinations and supparted by future and existing planning initiatives

Focus Areas - are specal places along the Riverwalk that require particular attention
ar provide unigue design opportunities,

Design concepis ilustrate broad idzas with represeniative symbols and owtline. This
abstract mapping technique facilitates the furthar exploration of functional relationships
and helps to visuzhze a framewerk to guide the development and refinement of design
ideas

The following boards ilustrate the process and staps taken to creale a concept for the
Riverwalk Master Plan.

Vision
The Riverwalk is a destination and a journey for all

...heightening experience, human potential, and the
conlrasting beauty of nature and urban iniensity.

Principles
Evoke a (enduring) sense of place.
Improve connectivity.

Restore and establish the unique ecology in an
urban setting.

Invest in the public realm.
Broaden the mix of uses.

Ensure that the Riverwalk Master Plan supports broader
city planning goals.

Build on existing strengths.

Preserve and enhance cultural and heritage resources and
provide educational opportunities.

Provide a balanced network for movement.

Foster public safety.




Character Areas - rep
physical and contexiual qualities, supported by a
biophysical analysis.

resent areas with related
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Linkages - represent significant and primary access and connectivity
opportunities from key destinations and supported by future and
existing planning initiatives.
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Focus Areas - are special places along the Riverwalk
that require particular attention or provide unique
design opporiunities.

R R il da o B EEt

This overlay combines the Character Areas, the Linkages and the
Focus Areas into a schemaiic development concept.
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At the thurd Advisory Commitice meeting on September 13, 2007, the consultant team
presented the draft guiding principles, vision siatement and design and development
concepts to the Advisory Commities.

The consultant team engaged the Advisory Committee in an open discussion to
= recewve feedback and input on the matenal presented. The major themes of the
commenis are as follows:

» The prnciples do nol adequately focus on respecting the river and rivers' edge.

* The Foster pulilic salety’ principle s 100 simple 10 adequaiely sdoress social (Ssues
* The Vision Statement needs to include more aspiring descrption and include
“beauty” in its primary text

* Ensure appropriate extension of the histaricalicultural area and fransitional inferface
between the character areas.

» Chinatown is @ imporant cuifyral area and requires better connectivity

* Itis importani to hava public access and connectivity lo the Riverwalk as it moves
through the Stampede Fark

* Recognize the 13 Avenue Greenway as proposed in the Centre City Plan as an
important linkage

« Urban concepts which may reside in natural areas in future piaoning zones require
special attention to edge conditions and setbacks

* Future linkages to eify destinations is considered vital and impaortant to iaclude in
the context of the Riverwalk Master Plan

The concept boards, guiding principles and vision slatement presented attoday s

Open House are intended 10 be preliminary and will continus 1o 2 dditional

feedback is received from the public and the Advisory Commitize.
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Riverwalk Master Plan Open House

September 24, 2007

We consider the first Riverwalk Master Plan Open House to have been a huge
success, with almost 200 people turning out to provide their feedback. We are very
pleased with the aitendance and valuable comments made by interested Calgarians.
Our consulting team is now reviewing all feedback, and working to begin drafting
the master plan for the Riverwalk. The draft master plan will then be presented to the
Advisory Committee, and subsequently to the public for their review and feedback at
the second Riverwalk Open House.

SUMMARY

e Approximately 190 attendees, with significant representation from the
Inglewood and Ramsay communities

e Representation from all four of Calgary’s quadrants

. 9 media outlets including TV, print and radio covered the Open House

e 14 Advisory Committee members attended, some for several hours

. 87 Survey forms were returned; many people filled out the survey in pairs

e 20 people wrote public comments on the flip chart provided at the end of the
boards

. Some design team members recorded and submitted summary comments
following conversations with attendees

. 31 people provided contact information for future information

SURVEY

e Overall agreement with the Principles/Vision, Character Areas, Linkages and
Focus Areas

° The Facility and Time ratings were high (Excellent and Good)

° The representation were more varied with regards to the visual presentation,
some noted confusion with the boards and the information being conveyed
by the boards

e Information provided by Staff was mostly good

° The brochure mail-outs were the most effective at creating awareness of the
Open House followed by the road-signs and word-of-mouth

e Other methods for finding out about the event included Beltline Buzz and

emails
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Riverwalk Master Plan Open House
September 24, 2007
MAJOR COMMENT THEMES

Out of the 87 completed surveys, there were 180 comments recorded. Comments that included multiple themes were
included in each relevant category. The comments were categorized as follows:

Social and Safety

41 comments - and more importantly, 50% of completed surveys - indicated concern about social issues, homelessness,
crime and safety. Both in termis of frequency and length of comments, this is the most important issue attendees want the
Riverwalk Master Plan to address. Although some social issues may be oulside the scope of Riverwalk (homelessness),
the success of the project depends on addressing safety.

Process Support & Understanding

Of the 31 comments received, 22 specifically indicated support, enthusiasm and anticipation for the Master Plan, while 9
people expressed confusion/ lack of sufficient details as a concern. The role of this Open House, soliciting larger scale
planning as opposed to design input, may not have been clearly understood by all attendees. Most attendees recognize
the importance of the Riverwalk to Calgary's future and anticipate more information.

Pathway Specifics & Focus Areas

Specific Pathway Uses and Design also comprised a number of comments. 28 comments referred to specific ideas for
the use and design of the pathway, with many people citing multi-use and bike accessihility as a prime concern. Several
comments suggested enhancing the cultural and historical importance of the pathway through Chinatown as a focus area.

Environmental & Green Space

Environmental comments were the next major theme, with 24 comments received expressing concern with regards to the
riparian ecosystem, invasive development and re-naturalizing the river bank. For most people, environmental protection
is an important consideration for future development, while several people addressed the need for additional downtown
green space.

Linkages and Connections

Of the specific comment areas, linkages and connections was the most important, with 20 comments encouraging careful
consideration of linkage and connections to the pathway; particularly from neighboring communities such as Inglewood,
Ramsay, Bridgeland, Beliline, Mission and Downtown. Additional cyclist and pedestrian river crossing is desired.

Consultation and Neighbouring Communities

17 commenits cited integration and consultation with neighbouring cornmunities as an important consideration. In
particular, consultation with Ramsay, Inglewood and Mission is desired, and improving linkages with these communities
and downtown is important. Several people did not rezalize the Community Associations have represeniatives on the
Advisory Commitiee. At least three respondents recormmended less consultation and more action.

Calgary Stampede Lands
Approximately 7 comments included encouraged development of pathway on both sides of the River and general
opposition of Stampede development impeding the pathway system.

Urban Design Comments
17 other urban design-related comments were received and ranged from developing a stronger urban edge, to promoting
diverse transportation options to incorporating Mawson’s Plan.
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Calgary Police Service Update

As safety is a major consideration raised in relation to the River District
project, it is important to recognize the role of the Calgary Police Service
(CPS) on the Riverwalk Advisory Committee. CPS has been involved
since the engagement process commenced, and we are fortunate
to have two active members serving on the Committee. In addition to
their direct involvement and feedback through the aavi ory process, the
Calgary Police Service continues to work with the community on issues
of concern throughout the city.

In the downtown core, officers from District 1 have focused on public
safety issues in a number of areas, including portions of the downtown
river pathway system. These issues affect users of downtown pathway
areas in the communities of Chinatown, East Village, Inglewood and
Ramsay. Policing efforts in these areas have been designed to strengthen
the quality of life for users of the Bow and Elbow River pathway system.

Over the past several months, officers have been conducting “Operation
Riverwalk” along downtown pathways. Since beginning the project,
police have made 165 arrests, laid 54 criminal charges, executed 259
outstanding warrants and issued 180 summonses related to this operation.
Operation Riverwalk continues to be a priority with District 1 personnel.

“While the number of officers used to patrol the pathways will vary
according to need, the Calgary Police Service will continue to police this
area as long as necessary, in order to ensure the safety of all legitimate
users,” said Insp. Bob Ritchie of District 1.

Inspector Ritchie added; “The goal of the Calgary Police Service District
1 is to sustain the presence and success we have had in recent months.
Our continued partnership with the community serving on the Riverwalk
Advisory Commitiee while consulting with other community-based
committees is another component that helps us achieves our shared
goals.”
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What’s Nextz

With the public’s comments from the recent Riverwalk Open House, the Advisory
Committee will participate in a Drawing-in-Dialogue session for their fourth meeting. The
Committee will divide into three groups, and be accompanied on-site to different locations
along the future Riverwalk. With artist-facilitators, there will be discussion about the site
and future visions. Once the on-site portion is complete, the groups will then work with
their artist-facilitators to develop images of what the Riverwalk will look like, in a creative
and interactive session. Once the artist's renderings are complete, each of the three
groups will present their ideas to the rest of the Advisory Commitiee.

All information from the Drawing-in-Dialogue session will then be considered by CMLC
and Stantec Consulting and a first draft Riverwalk Master Plan Concept will be prepared.
This draft Master Plan will then be presented and discussed further with the Advisory
Committee near the end of November and then presented to the public at a second - - ~ . , . +« ~.
RIVERWA LK
Open House. N V EIRVVALLK
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Our Advisory Committee met for their fourth meeting on October 19, 2007 for a day of
inspiration. This was a working session for committee members and included excellent
advice and input from Ken Greenberg, mid morning site trips and an afternoon of draw-
ing in dialogue. The work session encouraged all participants to ‘think big" and provide
their ideas in detail through an interactive drawing process with professional artists.

Most Advisory Committee members were able to attend and we were pleased with the
creative ideas and input. The enthusiasm for the Riverwalk resonated in the Committee
members’ participation and ideas big and small were explored. While all items might
not make it to construction in the end, exploring different out-o-the-box ideas adds
huge value to the process, and improves the project overall.

We continue to welcome your comments and feedback at any time. Please feel free to
contact us with your thoughts, or visit our website at www.calgarymlc.ca to watch our
progress unfold.

Sincerely,
Chris Ollenberger, P Eng.

President and CEO
Calgary Municipal Land Corporation

e from President of the CMLC

CMLC - Mission

To implement public infrastructure
improvements that will be the catalyst for
private and public sector development in

the Rivers.

Community Engagement

The CMLC is committed to a community
engagement process that is consistent with
The City of Calgary's engage! Policy on

communication and community
engagement. The CMLC is developing
a Marketing and Communication Plan
to ensure stakeholders are fully aware of
the planned development and have the
opportunity to provide meaningful input.

Public Consultation
Process

June 21, 2007

Review draft Vision & Prindples
July 25, 2007

September 24, 2007

House Feedback & Drawing in Dialogue

Wrap up & Debrief
January, 2008

RIVERWALK
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iration - I & T DA o The}RiVenMalk'Maéte’r Plan
Ins piraler] D_rawmg Ilj Dlalogue i Advisory Committee 1

The Advisory Committee was divided into three groups; each group was assigned a
specific area of the future Riverwalk to focus on. The areas were: “The Big Bend”, “The
Confluence” and the East Village. On site each group was accompanied by an artist-
facilitator and they discussed ideas, images or words that carme to mind to prepare for
the drawing session.

In the afternoon, the groups worked with their artist-facilitators to develop images of
what they envisioned the Riverwalk will look like. Atthe end of the day a representaiive
from each group presented their renderings and ideas. The session produced many
dynamic drawings that are highlighted in the following pages.

Community & Neighborhood

IRl
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Cornmunity A
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Ideas from the Drawing-in-Dialogue session are now being reviewed and considered
by CMLC and Stantec Consuliing as they draft the Riverwalk Master Plan Concepi.
This draft Master Plan will then be presented and further explored with the Advisory
Committee on November 20th. A second Open House is scheduled for December 4,
2007 at the Simmons Building to present the draft Riverwalk Master Plan and provide
an opportunity to obiain additional input from the public.

N
oo

tantec.com

k)
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CMLC - Mission

To implement public infrastructure

met to review and comment on the preliminary Draft. This input was considered to further improvements that will be the catalyst for
guide the preparation of the Draft Riverwalk Concept Plan presented to the general public gg’aﬂfs :rg'd public sector development in
at our second Riverwalk Public Open House held on December 4. Similar to our first

Public Open House in September, we were very pleased to have so many of the Advisory
Committee members in attendance, and an excellent turn out overall. On December 11,

* The Riverwalk Advisory Committee has been busy assisting with the development of a
Draft Riverwalk Concept Plan since our last newsletter. In late November, the Commitiee

Community Engagement

The CMLC is commiited to a community
engagement process that is consistent with
the December 4th Open House. The City of Calgary’s engage! Policy on
communication and community
engagement. The CMLC is developing

a Marketing and Communication Plan
throughout the process; we can not thank the Committee members enough for their to ensure stakeholders are fully aware of
the planned development and have the
opportunity to provide meaningful input.

the Riverwalk Advisory Committee reconvened to review the comments and input from

Participation by the Advisory Committee has been very good and very consistent

time and energy! We are also very pleased with the enthusiasm and support shown by
the public for the Draft Concept Plan and appreciate that 140 people attended this last
open house with many additionally providing us with written feedback. Based on these
comments, a synopsis of the general themes was created which is included within the
newsletter. All. comments from the public and Advisory Committee will be considered

Public Consultation
Process

A

equally moving forward and, although they cannot all be addressed within the context of meiibie

: E : Review draft V
of all suggestions, recommendations and comments received. July 25, 2007

H : 2 . Review arait Master Plan Cony
We are now nearing the completion of the masterplanning process for the Riverwalk. Se;‘(e‘mbma{ S

Please continue to feel free to contact us with your thoughts and visit our website at
www.calgarymic.ca for new news on all Rivers District projects.

N/

Rehuew O;Sen ou -"b ck 8 D.—;wing in Dialogu
£ er 18, 2007
Sincerely, October 13, 2007

i

BN R ARRA AR

Chris Ollenberger, P Eng.
President and CEO
. Calgary Municipai Land Corporation

immons Building

<)

Review Open Hi Fe ¢ & Fine-Tune Final Plan
December 11, 2007

Wrap up & Debrief
January, 2008

3
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‘J a Riverwalk Concept Plan, the final Master Plan report will be a result of the consideration
¥
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‘Advisory Committee Meeting #5

At the fifth Advisory Committee meeting on November 20, 2007, the preliminary
Draft Riverwalk Concept Plan was unveiled. The preliminary draft was developed
incorporating ideas and input to date, and included input from the drawing in
dialogue work session. The discussion thatensued was lively and comprehensive,
and boundaries were pushed to ensure that no stone was left unturned in the
development of a draft Concept Plan.

The meeting, introduced by Cathy Sears, described her analysis of the
“experiences” captured by the drawing in dialogue session and how these were
formative to the development of the concept plan. “It is through experiences
that a sense of place is formulated”. The essential pattern developed for the
plan was described as the Riverwalk promenade. A schematic diagram was
presented that illusirated the successful characteristics of a promenade, which
include pedestrian density (connectivity) and destinations and attractions
(activity nodes), and how the Riverwalk could support these characteristics. The
promenade was further described as playing a significant social role contributing
to the very urban fabric and vitality of the city.

Cathy’s analysis of the ideas captured during the drawing in dialogue also
summarized seven emerging design themes/drivers that resonated principles
previously established during the masterplanning process. The themes,
serendipitously referred to as the “seven R's” were:

Riverwalk

Resonating the ebb and flow of the rivers

Revealing and respecting the riparian environment

Recognizing and celebrating a complex of users

Reaching through bridges and connections

Relationship to the land’s historical sense of place and natural history
Reconnecting and revitalizing a cooperative interface with adjacent development

The Riverwalk Master Plan
Advisory Committee

Rob Tayior

Beliline Communities

Gerry McHugh

Celgary Exhibition & Stampede

Floger Woodgate
Celgary Pathways & Bikeways Advisory
Gouncil

Staff Sgt. Barry Balsrud
selgary Police Service

Sgt. Frank Cationi
Calgary Police Service

Rebecce Labbe
City of Galgary Community & Neighborhood
Services

Kyle Ripley
City of Calgary Parks

Pat Migiani A
Cliff Bungalow / Mission Community Association

Bill Naim

East Village Action Commitiee
Nel Storey

Erltor Community Association

Sara-Jane Grueizner
Fort Calgary

Gian-Carlo Carra
Inglewood Community Association

Christina Greco
Famsay Community Association

Ted Fosier
River Valleys Cominitiee

Thomas To
Sien Lok Socisiy

Alderman Druh Farrell
Ward 7

Alderman John Mar
Ward 8

Alderman Joe Ceci
Werd 9

rT. - m
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The preliminary concept plan was then reviewed in detail. Key items discussed with the Commitiee members for consideration to incorporate
into the draft Conceptual Plan to be presented at the December 4 Open House included:

. Acknowledge the transition and connection to Sien Lok Park - don't cut off the” thinking” on the east side of Cenire Street.
. Relocate/redesign/rethink the boat basin and launch at the East Village waterfront - too large and infringes into Fort Calgary.
. Acknowledge the historical boundary of Fort Calgary and develop an appropriate interface between the Fori and East Village.
e The bridge at the confluence as locaied was not acceptable and was oo large. The preference was for a bridge as-
located on Fort Calgary's Master Plan further up river.
e Beliline very happy with “Victoria Crossing”, pedestrian bridge and the area south of the train bridge.
e Discussion about Stampede Park’s future development; the regional pathway and heritage walk and potential io

merge the Stampede Park and Riverwalk Master Plans. There was general optimism that the two plans can be
woven together, over time and when it made sense.
e Recommendation that the plan recognize potential connections on the Elbow further west.

The meeting and input from the Advisory members was invaluable ag the Froject Team went back to the drawing board to develop the final draft
version for the Open House.
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Riverwalk Open House #2

Another successiul Open House was held on December 4. 2007 &t the new
CMLC Office in the historic Simmons Building o present the Drafi Riverwalk
Concept Plan io the public. Approximaiely 140 people atiended the Open
House, including 16 members of the Riverwalk Advisory Commitiee and 5
Members of City Council, including Aldermen Farrell, Ceci, Mar, Fox-Mellway
and Sievenson.

We were encouraged by the positive commenis from visitors throughout the
evening. There appeated to be strong support for the project overall and many
people said they were looking forward to the Riverwalk being buili and connecting
the many interesting areas along our rivers.

Atiendees to the Open House were asked 1o provide written comments. Many
comments were received and all were reviewed by the Project Team. In summary
there was considerable support for the plan and many of the comments provided
additional suggestions and consiructive feedback relaied io design and
connectivity. "

The comments and feedback was greatly appreciated and will be considered
further by the Project Team as they develop the Final Riverwalk Master Plan.
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Riverwalk Schematic Plan
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Artist g1
Riverwalk Entry Node - Chinatown

Artist Rendering 2
LRT Flyover - East Village

Artist Rendering 3 .
Waterfront plaza - East Village

Artist Rendering 4
Elbow River Crossing - Fort Calgary

Artist Rendering 5 . ok
Big Bend - Flood Plain Reclaimation
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dvnsory Commlttee Meetmg #6 o B

A

. On December 11, 2007 the Advisory Comimiitee met o review the input and comments received from
the public at the second Open House. Each advisory member received a copy of all the commenis
prior to the meeting. Key themes and associated summaries from an analysis of the comments were
presented by the project team to assist in the review. During the advisory meeting, it was suggested )
that comments specific to ecological environment be a separate theme. Advisory members were CHlIE

“3 also asked for any addiiional observaiions. These observations also appeared in the open house

n comments. Key themes are: ‘ /

"3) Amenities and Faciliies
User Accommodation and Riverwalk Routing
ﬂ Extent and Connectivity
Riverwalk/River Interface
Ecological Environment

During the review, while some commenis were discussed in detail, CMLC advised that several

B commenis received are outside the scope of the project and Community Revitalization Levy area.

As appropriate, recommendations to address out of scope items may be covered within the Master

.n Plan document or passed on to the City of Calgary for iheir consideration for the future. CMLC also

yo| “plans to coniinue to work closely with Fori Calgary, the City of Calgary and the Calgary Exhibition and
Stampede on a go forward basis.

CMLC and Stantec Consuliing will work towards developing a final Riverwalk Master
~3 Plan early in 2008 that will be presenied to the CMLC Board prior to going to the City of
Calgary. At this fime, it is anticipated a portion of the Riverwalk project in East Village will

:& begin construction in 2008.

The final meeting of the Advisory Commitiee will be held in January. This meeting is
1 1o de-brief and assess the process. The Advisory Commiitiee’s input will help CMLC

- continue to move the Riverwalk project forward and will further benefit fuiure engagement R I V E RW A L K

: programs for upcoming projects.




Riverwalk Master Plan Open House

September 24, 2007

SUMMARY
e Approximately 190 attendees, with significant representation from the Inglewood and Ramsay communities
° Representation from all four of Calgary’s quadrants
e 9 media outlets including TV, print and radio covered the Open House
e 14 Advisory Committee members attended, some for several hours
° 87 Survey forms were returned; many people filled out the survey in pairs
e 20 people wrote public comments on the flip chart provided at the end of the boards
. 31 people provided contact information for future information
SURVEY
° Overall agreement with the Principles/Vision, Character Areas, Linkages and Focus Areas
° The Facility and Time ratings were high (Excellent and Good)
. The representation were more varied with regards to the visual presentation, some noted confusion with the
boards and the information being conveyed by the boards '
e Information provided by Staff was mostly good
° The brochure mail-outs were the most effective at creating awareness of the followed by the road-signs and
| word-of-mouth '
° Other methads for finding out about the event included Beltline Buzz and emails

Ratings of Key Ideas
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Rati'ngs of Open House

m Facility

m Time/ Day

o Visual Presentation
Boards

Number of People
&

o Information provided by
Staff

2
How did you hear about the Open House? Fasier
E Newspaper
i o pap
05 : O Brochure

: |0 Tv/Radio

N
[=)

B CMLC Website

Number of People
s

il B Word of Mouth
5 ] -
® Road Sighs
0 =
Mediums 0O Sandwich boards on
pathway
| QOther
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MAJOR COMMENT THEMES

Out of the 87 completed surveys, there were 180 comments recorded. Comments that included multiple themes were
included in each relevant category. The comments were categorized as follows:

otk s e

1.0 .0,

Social and Safety

41 comments - and more importantly, 50% of completed surveys - indicated concern about social issues, homelessness,
crime and safety. Both in terms of frequency and length of comments, this is the most important issue attendees want the
Riverwalk Master Plan to address. Although some social issues may be outside the scope of Riverwalk (homelessness), the
success of the project depends on addressing safety.

Support & Confusion

Of the 31 comments received, 22 specifically indicated support, enthusiasm and anticipation for the Master Plan, while 9
people expressed confusion/ lack of sufficient details as a concern. The role of the Open House may not have been clearly
understood by all attendees. Most attendees recognize the importance of the Riverwalk to Calgary's future and anticipate
more information.

Pathway Specifics & Focus Areas

Specific Pathway Uses and Design also comprised a number of comments. 28 comments referred to specific ideas for
the use and design of the pathway, with many people citing multi-use and bike accessibility as a prime concern. Several
comments suggested enhancing the cultural and historical importance of the pathway through Chinatown as a focus area.

LM 2 R A

-

Environmental & Green Space

rm

Environmental comments were the next major theme, with 24 comments received expressed concern riparian functioning,
invasive development and re-naturalizing the river bank. For most people, environmental protection is an important

- |
consideration for future development, while several people addressed the need for additional downtown green space. 1 i

e
Linkages and Connections i {
Of the specific comment areas, linkages and connections was the most important, with 20 comments encouraging careful =
consideration of linkage and connections to the pathway; particularly from neighboring communities such as Inglewood, |
Ramsay, Bridgeland, Beltline, Mission and Downtown. Additional cyclist and pedestrian river crossing is desired. ﬁ-

RIVERWALK ; {3V Aprl 2008 | The River Walk Master Plany,
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-
= Constultation and Neighbouring Communities
- | 17 comments cited integration and consuliation with neighbouring communities as an important consideration. In particular,
consultation with Ramsay, Inglewood and Mission is desired, and improving linkages with these communities and downtown
| is important. Several people did not realize the Community Associations have representatives on the Advisory Committee. At
-u least three respondents recommended less consuliation and more action.
-a Calgary Stampede Lands
| Approximately 7 comments included encouraged development of pathway on both sides of the River and general opposition
. | of Stampede development impeding the pathway system.
= .
General & Miscellaneous Comments
3
The 17 general/miscellaneous comments were difficult to classify under the existing themes and ranged from developing a
| stronger urban edge, to promoting diverse iransportation options to incorporating Mawson's Plan.
-
3
3
- |
a
-
o |
-
a
-3
- |
-
s |
4
4
]
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Riverwalk Open House #2 - Public Comment Synopsis

PARTICIPATION IN THE OPEN HOUSE AND INTEREST IN THE PROJECT

140 people signed in, including 16 members of the Advisory Committee and 5 Members of City Council, including Aldermen
Farrell, Ceci, Mar, Fox-Mellway and Stevenson. We noticed that a higher percentage of people attended this Open House
from across the city than the first Open House in September. Still, most attendees live east of the downtown — Ramsay,
Inglewood, Beltline and East Village. '

Interest in Riverwalk remains quite high and we were encouraged by the positive comments received. There is strong support
for the project overall and many people are looking forward to the Riverwalk being built and connecting the many interesting
areas along our rivers. There were a few comments criticizing the process and specific aspects of the draft conceptual plan.

THE PUBLIC’S RESPONSE TO QUESTION #2 ON THE OPEN HOUSE EXIT SURVEY: DO YOU FEEL THE
DRAFT RIVERWALK CONCEPTUAL PLAN IS LINKED APPROPRIATELY WITH THE RIVERWALK VISION
AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES? WHY OR WHY NOT?

A significant large majority of the responses indicated that the draft Conceptual Plan presented December 4 is linked
appropriately with the Vision and Guiding Principles that developed in consultation with the Advisory Committee earlier
on in the project. A few comments were negative and indicated that the plan had little regard for the riverine ecology and
development was too engineered/hard edged. Several people did not specifically answer the question and provided
constructive comments about the draft Conceptual Plan instead. :

AMENITIES AND FACILITIES -

Overall there were positive responses for many of the amenities and facilities shown on the draft plans including lighting,
public art and fountains, interpretive signage, programming, viewing outlooks and the suspended promenade. Additional
amenities incorporated in the responses suggested including multi-functional waste/recycling bins, bicycle shelters, staging
areas for cyclists and rollerbladers, outdoor cafes and patio bars, natural border versus fencing along the Big Bend and
washrooms.

There were a few negative responses to the design elements in the East Village Promenade - boat launch, outlooks, outdoor
theatre, and general urban edge.

USER ACCOMMODATION AND RIVERWALK ROUTING

Overall there were positive responses to user accommodation and routing as shown on the plan. Responsesincluded
additional suggestions to accommodate users including twinning the Fort Calgary promenade and at other potential

pinch points, providing staging areas for users, signage and programming, introducing additional lighting and other safety
measures such as functional surfacing and clear connections between the new Riverwalk and existing regional pathway.
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3 EXTENT AND CONNECTIVITY

.3 Comments were encouraging and also suggested planning or recommending for appropriate connections west along the
Bow River and Elbow Rivers, to the communities and future communities adjacent to the Riverwalk, to Stampede Park, north
5 of East Village to Bridgeland/Riverside, to the areas south of the Elbow River and included several references to a potential
historic/cultural loop through downtown Calgary encompassing the riverwalk.

3 RIVERWALK/RIVER INTERFACE

| 2}  Afewrespondents expressed concern with the extent of development proposed, especially along the shore of the Bow River
and the negative impact to the wildlife and ecology on the west bank of the Elbow River adjacent to Stampede Park. Some
- = | respondents noted they would prefer more natural development mixed in more with the engineered development. Many
3 positive comments were received about the opening up of the west side of the Elbow River to users and the potential for the
East Village promenade to become an interesting destination for residents and visitors.

3RIVE RWALK e W PN Ak 2008 | The River Walk Master Pla
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